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At a General Meeting of the Aſociation for djſcountenancing Ji: 
and promoting the Practice of Religion and Virtue, held in 
St. e 8 . Room, 5th May, 1796. 


His ener Join Jerrentss Parr, Earl Cann, Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, Preſident, in the Chair. 


1. as. unanimouſly en, 
on the motion of his 88 the Lord Primate, ſeconded by 
_ his Grace the Archbiſhop of Dublin, | 


That the Thanks of- the Aſſociation be preſented to „ the 
Rev. WILLIAM MAGEE, A.M. F. T. C. D. for bis 
excellent Sermon preached before them this Day, and that he 
be (at his Excelleney the Lord Lieutenant's 1 requeſted 
to o publiſh ſame. 
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Joonv a—Chap. xxiv. — of the 15th vers 
4nd if 4 7 Bow evil unto _ to 4 the. 2 "= 


 chuſe ye this day whom je will ſerve—but ac 
for me and my houſe, we a the Lord. 


Is & f es ou the e 


that great Being, before whom angels bow, 
and in whoſe preſence the higheſt orders of 


ſeraphic dignities ſtand diſmayed evil to 


ſerve the Lord — evil to ſerve him, whoſe 


goodneſs ſhines through all the wonders of 


creation ; and whoſe power, unbounded as it 


is, but miniſters to the * of all his 
i B creatures: 


A 
* 4 
» * 


bear the y 
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erestures And can it to any created being 


ſeem evil, to ſerve this all-mighty, and all- 
bounteous Maſter ?—Yes, my brethren; ſtrange 
and unnatural ! ſome there are, to whom ſuch 


" ſervice ſeems an evil—ſome there are, who dif. 


dain to ſtoop before the majeſty of their 
Creator ; who ſcorn to accept the riches of his 
bounty; and to whom it appears a lighter 
ſervitude, t 5 the chains of ſin, than to 

ke of their ſalvation.— That ſuch 
there are, that ſuch, alas! abound at this 


day, and in this nation, the occaſion of our 


preſent aſſembling ſufficiently announces the 


| fence; ami objets:of 'the Aﬀiciation, I am 


now called on to addreſs, but too manifeſtly 


-wvince- it for, /wherefore have you linked 


together into a firm phalanx in behalf of 
virtue, but to repel the audacious and over- 


bearing aſſaults of vice? For what purpoſe 


leagued, a ſacred band, in defence of religion, 
but becauſe the giant ſtrides of infidelity have 
chreatened it with inſtant ruin — Lou have 


aſſociated in ſupport of virtue, in ſupport of 
your; religion, and your God—becauſe the 
enemies of virtue, of religion, and of God, 


abound, —Glorious Aſſociation! But in the 
ane! degree in which 18 glorious, is the 


cauſe | 
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cauſe of it diſgraceful and deplorable-diſ- 


graceful, that in a Chriſtian land, you have 
been compelled to embody in defence of Chriſ— 


tianity—and deplorable, that you have been 
arrayed to combat, not only the ſecret aſſailant 
of the Chriſtian faith, but the open blaſ- 
phemer of the divine adminiſtration. With 
theſe foes to the morals, and the happineſs of 
man, you have now brought the matter to a 
fair iſſue you haxe called aloud upon the 
people of this land, in the words of Joſhua— 
If it ſeem evil unto you to ſerve the 10 
« chuſe ye this day whom ye dull ſerve;? 
29 7% have, all and each of you, been 
pledged by this grand and awful declaration 


4 but as for me and my houſe, 2ve will ſerve the 
Lord.“ May God grant, char the ſo- 


lemn appeal, which you have thus made, may 
warn the irreligious from the ruin of his ways 
—and- that the declaration, by which you 
have thus bound yourſelves to the ſervice : of 
your God, may fix you immoveably in the 
an of righteouſneſs— that your light 

„may ſo ſhine before men, that they may 


* ſee your good works, and 3 vn Fa- 


ther which is in heaven 0 
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apply. the only ſolid founda 
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Jo animate your efforts in the great cauſe 
yon baye undertaken, ſhall be the. object of 
che preſent diſcourſe—and to this end, what 


an more poyerfully conduce, than a fair dif. 


Pp! ay—of the excellence of that, for which you 


contend—of the neceſſity, which the preſent 
time furniſhes for your exertions and of the 
means moſt likely to crown thoſe exertions 
with. ſucceſs ?—To theſe: three points then, 1 


Ms your: moſt ſerious attention. 


ExckiiExr indeed, my x Pe is * for 
which you contend. . The bleſſings of religion, 
which you labour to ſecure and to diffuſe, are 
placed far above all worldly valuation. The 
ſextiment, which connedts; man, with an all- 
powerful fuperior which inſpires him with 
the. reverence of a ſecret power, chat can ex- 


plore the deep retreats. of thought—and fills 


his breaſt, with anxious and humble longings 
for the approbation of a Being, whole purity 
accept no ſeryice but that of virtue—can 
tion, of ri. 
u ag, of s PF - 


That man, whether i in — n or wir 5 
lective ſtate, can reſt on this principle alone, 


2 - 
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is the ſource of his trueſt comforts, and highs 


eſt perfection is a truth, which the 14125 
feeling of ages the moſt fiaple, and the cul- 


tured reaſon, and inſtructed e experience, of nati- 


ons the moſt refined, have been found, at 3 


times, moſt forcibly to inculcate—it has be 
reſerved for an age, vainly profeſſing to 4619 
higher degrees of Alumagriqn, than any that 


has preceded, to qu weſtion its validity, and 1 in a 


great meaſure to diſclaim its influence—t ie 


connexion, then, of the religious ſentim ent, 
with the well-being, of individuals, and of com- 
munities, it has unhappily become not unne- 
cellary to diſcuſ— nor let ſuch diſcuſſion be 
| deemed,” on the Preſent accaſion, unſeaſonable. 
Tis true, that 3 your full perſuaſion o on this ve ry 
head it is, that has induced you, my thre” 


to range yourſelves thus openly, around the 


ſtandard of religion—and from the cuſtivated 


| underitatidings of my. hearers, there 18 little 
reaſon to ſuppoſe them 1 unacquainted 1 with an an y 
of thoſe arguments, that urge to its 4 
yet ſo great is. the i importance of this tru by 


34 £6 bt 


ſo beneficial mult be the effects upon your 5 


zeal, from a ſtrong and lively conviction of it, 


| that no enforcement can be unprofitable, I; 


repetition ſuperfluous —But admitting, that 


' your 
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your. knowled ge require no inſtructor— that 
your ardor demand no ſtimulus yet ſurely, 
the miniſter of God's word muſt deem no 
time unfit, to proclaim this momentous. truth, 
THAT WITHOUT RELIGION, THERE 18 No 
VIRTUE—WITHOUT | ' VIRTUE, - No. HAPPI 
NESS: R 

"To be happy, a man muſt be ſatisfied with | 
himſelf—he muſt view the paſt with com pla- 
Cency, and the preſent with contentment— 
The different parts of his nature muſt not be 
diſcordant—he muſt, in ſhort, be one uniform 


and conſiſtent being —acting under the influ- 


ence of one ſteady principle, that, by con- 


trolling che affections, and directing them to 


their Proper 8 ſhall ſecure to the ate E 


„ 


Now ents c can be derived this e 
principle, that gives the mind a power 


over itſelf the power chat reſiſts ſelf, muſt 


be traced to ſomething beyond ſelf.— 
Like che philoſopher, who boaſted, that the 


$4.1, 


this globe which we inhabit, we require an 
external fulc rum—that great prop, on which 
; the mind can th until it has acquired an 


energy 
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energy ſuperior even to itſelf, can only be Re- 


gion. Without this, what ſhall prevent the 


anarchy of conflicting paſſions, or the deſpo- 
tic tyranny of one overbearing, and predomi- 
nant appetite ? For wherefqre ſacrifice any 
pleaſure of this world, if for this world alone 
we live? To what purpoſe exerciſe any ſeveri- 


ties of ſelf-denial, if there is no ſuperintend- 5 


ing Being, to whom. the ſacrifices of virtue, 
are acceptable—nor any ſtate. of and 
. 5 which 11 are 20 Pepe 5 


Shall we Y that the 3 py" the pre-- 
{ent life is beſt promoted, by controuling the 


irregularities of appetite,” and reſtraining the 
exceſſes of ſelfiſhneſs—and that therefore Rea- | 


fon itſelf, enforcing the dictates of an en- 
lightened ſelf-intereſt, furniſhes to virtue 2 
ſufficient ſupport — This, indeed, is a prin- 


ciple, that may perhaps operate on the philoſo- 
phic mind; which, uſed to contemplate actions 


in their conſequences, can diſcern diſtant 


good, without the diminution of perſpective; 


and whoſe very habits, have reduced the vio- 
lence of the fiercer paſſions; but to the un- 


| lettered multitude, or their unreflecting ſupe- 


riors, its effect muſt be of little value. Aided 


| 

ö 
ö 
j 
i 
f 
| 
| 


* 
——äü—6 


N — 
- 4 +<— +- x 


—_ 9 — 

. — > 

: g wr ub. uv IE 4 * 5 
"” EE 2 — 


e 


A 


2 P. 2 A = 
rr 


8 SERMON yPRrEACHED BEFORE 


by. all the power, that religion can ſuperadd, 
have we not to lament, the inſufficiency of its 
influence? Remove then this great auxiliary— 
how feeble, how nugatory its operation !— 
But what, if the corruptions of the human 
heart ſhall be ſeen to prove, this boaſted prin- 
ciple of modern refinement, not only ineffici- 
ent, but untrue and if we ſhall find this pillar 
of philofophic tranquillity, ſubverted by the 
very conditions of human exiſtence ? © Let 
« us eat and drink, for. to-morrow we die,” 
s the language of him, who knows of no life be- 
yond the preſent the paſſing moment, he feels 
may be the ſum of his exiſtence—the pleaſure 
he poſtpones, may be loſt to him for ever and 
ſurely he will not calculate ſo inconſiſtently, as 
to balance the bare poſſibility of future enjoy- 
ment, againſt the certainty of the preſent 
No every pleaſure that offers itſelf, will be 
ſeized” with avidity—each new inſtance of 
mortality, will but furniſh a ſtronger impulſe 
to immediate gratification—and thus the very 
"warnings, which ſhould reclaim from vice, 
will become the moſt powerful incentives, to 
the unbounded Fee of every criminal 
affection. i 


But, 
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But, ſhall we not find in Public Opinion a 
controlling power and will not Shame re- 
reſtrain where Reaſon has proved inſufficient ? 
| —In anſwer to this let it be obſerved, that 
even granting, that public opinion could reach 


beyond public offences—and that its operation 


affected, not merely the ad but the motive, there 


yet remain certain claſſes, on which i it can have 


little effect. The two extremes of ſociety, 
are equally inſenfible to its influence—the one, 
ſhrouded in its obſcurity; the other, ſhielded by 
its ſplendor, are alike ſecure from the intimi- 


dation of public cenſure—and amongſt the 


intermediate ranks, where reputation is ad- 
mitted to exert its fulleſt force, ſhall we not 
find the rule itſelf, faſhioned by the manners, 
and conſequently tranfmitting the corruptions 


of the higher ranks ?—Or /hould opinion for 


ſome time hold out, againſt the inffuence of 


high example, what will avail its feeble voice, 


againft the clamorous importunity of paſſion ? 
The hope of ſecrecy will firſt encourage— 
next, example will be ſought to juſtify and 


laſtly, a bold and hardened deflance wilt be 


held out, to all its terrors and reſtraints.— Thus 
we find this boaſted erer. itſelk require 
. 
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Let us then advance one ſtep farther—ler 
the force of Law be ſuperadded—the operation 
of this, extending to every rank, and its en- 
forcements to every mind; it is urged, that this 
will ſupply, what the former principle wanted, 
as to univerſality, or as to coercion—and are 
we then at laſt obliged, to fly to an external 
controul ?—and do we acknowledge, that the 
only ſure ſupport of virtue, is to be ſought in 
the fear of a ſuperior power—whilſt we deny 
the heneficial operation of the ſame motive, 
| where its effects are infinitely more important? 
Ves, we would place the ſceptre in the hand 
of man, that we may wreſt it from the hand 
of God—the penalties of human law, we rea- 
dily admit to be indiſpenſible—but thoſe of 
the divine law, we labour to exclude from our 
minds, by the intervention of every plea, that 
a perverted ingenuity can ſuggeſt we diſco- 
ver, that fear is a ſlayiſh principle of action; 
and that obedience from ſuch motive, muſt be 
without merit nay more, we find out that 
there is nothing to be feared either the ſoul 
is to be conſigned to perpetual fleep—or, if 
reaſon and nature extort the admiſſion of a 
future ſtate, we repoſe on the aſſurance, that 


the goodneſs of the Deity cannot permit, that 
any 
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any of is creatures ſhould be unhappy. —Thus 
are we determined, at all events, to aſſert our 
independence of the Almighty—and thus we 


ſatisfy ourſelyes, that the fear of God is uſe- 


leſs as an auxiliary to virtue ; whilſt we find 
it unavoidable, to call-in the aid of dune 
power to its ſupport. | 


But let us examine, a little, the ſtrength of 


this all- ſufficient ſtay— will the force of law 
ſubdue the workings of the mind? will it 
reach thoſe paſſions, that lurk in the retire- 
ments of the heart? or will it repreſs thoſe 


vices, that confine their noxious influence to 
the individual! ? nf uited to the power that 


framed them, they can be directed, only againſt 
ſuch vices, as ſtand forward in actual commiſ- 


1 ion and ſuited to the end at which they 


aim, they can reſtrain, only ſuch paſſions, as 
war againſt the public peace thus the heart 
remains unaffected; and the paſſions unim- 
paired in their force, though limited in their 
range, are only turned into other channels, in 


which they may flow, with unimpeded cur- 


bent. 


Thus 


— — 2 ow L 4 ; <4. 5-45. . a 
— 4s 7 © a „ 
= — Z l — — = 


12 4 SERMON rREAchED Brrokr 

Thus Intereſt, Reputation, Laws, are all found 
inſufficient, to the maintenance of virtue 
ſome vices, they may enable us to reſtrain, 
and others, they may teach us to conceal—but 
that great governing power of the mind, that 
proclaims hoſtility againſt all, and that exer- 
ciſes over the paſſions, a ſtrict and ſovereign 
dominion, muſt be traced to ſome higher 
| ſource. Religion alone it is, that can ſecure 
to man this authoritative principle without 
it ſaving influence, miſerable indeed had 

been his ſtate—borne headlong by impetuous 

appetite, and diſtracted by contending pats 

ſions, how dreadful the anarchy of the indi- 
vidual, how diſmal the chaos of the Heart, 
had not the ſpirit of God, moved upon its 
troubled ſurface, and huſhed to reſt its jarting 
elements! Yes, religion alone it is, that can 
bind cheſe diſcordant parts, into one confiſtent 
ſyſtem; and by reducing all under the con- 
troul, of one ſteady and powerful force, main- 
tain the ſtability, and uniformity of virtue 
and ſurely, if ſuch be the power of the reli- 
gious ſentiment in general, it eminently be- 
«| longs to that pure, and perfect religion, which 
| we enjoy—a religion, which by teaching the 
i ſublimeſt notions of the — inculcat- 
ing 
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ing the great heniouſneſs of ſin - and by eſta- 
— — beyond doubt, a future ſtate of retribu- 
tion, gives to virtue a ſtrength, that is irreſiſti- 
ble—and which, unlike the fallacious prin- 
ciples, that worldly wiſdom would ſet up in 
its ſtead, extends its influence through all 
ranks, and conditions of human nature; ad- 
dreſſing itſelf to the peaſant, with no leſs force 
than to the philoſopher; and directing its ter- 
rors, with equal juſtice, againſt the corruptions 
of the court, and of the cottage - hilſt the 
juriſdiction of its all- ſearching tribunal, is not 
confined to the outward act; but penetrating 
the inmoſt receſſes of the mind, explores and 
regulates; the moſt ſecret. movements of 
thought, and eſtabliſhes external decorum on 
Bs, ſolid bak of internal, rectitude. | 


But whilſt many are * to- admit, that 
virtue is neceſſary to individual happineſs and 
that for virtue, the only ſure foundation. 18 
religion - they ſeem to conſider man, in his 
collective ſtate, by no means equally dependent 
on the ſame. ſupport—as if the happineſs of 
ſociety: were ſomething different, from that of 
the individuals that compole it—or, as if man 
eee a total change of conſtitution, by 


aſſociating 
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aſſociating with his fellow-men—a poſition 
involving conſequences, ſo irreconcileable with 
reaſon, I ſhould not think it neceſſary to re- 
fute; did not both the theories, and the prac- 
tice of modern politicians, evince the extenſive 
range of its influence did we not find, that 
in the computation of the ſtrength of a peo- 
ple, the virtue of the individuals no longer 
forms any part of the eſtimate and that in 
calculating the means, by Which national 
proſperity may be advanced, religion is uni- 
formly left out of the account. The wealth, 
the valour, the public ſpirit, and due ſubordi- 
nation of eee are deemed the bulwark 
of the ſtate and in the vigorous adminiſtra- 
tion of ſalutary laws, the welfare of the com- 
munity is thought to be permanently ſecured. 
Beyond theſe, the politician looks not—vain, 
ſhort-fighted ' man! he looks not to that great, 
creative, and ſuſtaining power, which alone 
can produce theſe; and without which, they 
cannot ' poſſibly continue—for whence, but 
from frugal induſtry, from manly temper- 
ance, from diffuſed benevolence, from ſub- 
miſſive reſignation, and from difintereſted pa- 
triotiſm, have theſe national ſafeguards been 


derived ? and ps from no other principle, 
than 
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than that, which is confeſſed to be the ſource 
6f individual virtue, can theſe virtues originate 
again; remove that principle, and you will 
ſee the very wealth of the ſtate, ſubverting it 
by luxury—you will ſee its valour diſſolve 
into effeminacy—you will ſee its public ſpirit 

_ degenerate into an ambitious conflict for power 
—its ſubordination unhinged by licentiouſ- 
neſs—and its laws perverted and depraved, as 
well by the rapacity of thoſe who are to go- 
vern, as by the turbulence of thoſe who ſhould 
obey. . | | 45 
The weaLTH of the ſtate—muſt it not be 
ſupported by extenſive commerce, and multi- 
plied manufactures? and are not theſe, with- 
out the corrective of religion, the unfailing 

corrupters of national morals? will not the 
ſame gales, that waft to our ſhores, the produce 
of diſtant countries, carry to us their luxuries, 
and their vices? and will not the collected 
numbers, that are promiſcuouſly crowded to- 
gether for the purpoſes of manufacture, en- 
gender a contagion, not leſs fatal to the morals, 
than that which their unwholeſome haunts 
daily ſend forth, is found to be to the health, 
of the lower claſſes of the community? ? 
WF 6 | But 
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But it is not from the ſources of national 
wealth alone, that its corruptions are to be 
feared; affluence in the higher ranks, will 
beget extravagance —extravagance will be fol. 
-lowed by want—and in the ſtruggle to ſup. 
port former ſtate, and to indulge in habitual 
vanities, all means however baſe, will be re- 
ſorted to,. — until at length, a total profligacy 
ſucceed, and ſweep away in its impetuous cur- 
rent, every remnant of principle, and virtue 
nor will the miſchief reſt here the example 
will deſcend—until the general taſte for plea- 
ſure and diſſipation, having ranged with waſte- 
ful ſtep, through the intermediate claſſes, ſhall 
at length ſtrip even the artizan of his induſtry; 
and, robbing his family, of their natural ſup- 
Port, leave his helpleſs offspring, if not to 
periſh, to grow up in idleneſs, ignorance and 
vice, for the diſturbance, perhaps for the de- 
ſtruction of ſociety - amidſt this general diſ- 
ſoluteneſs of manners, all generous ardour, 
and | manly ſpirit muſt melt away pleaſure 
will -effeminate, and intemperance conſume, 
the energies of the nation—until the enfeebled 
victim, ſhall at length fink under its own cor- 
ruptions, or fall an unreſiſting prey to the at- 
tacks of the firſt warlike in vader 
1 5 FI But 
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- But /bould even the Valour of the people 
riſe ſuperior to theſe enervating cauſes, are we 
to look to this, as the bulwark of national proſ- 
perity ? Surely war will not be ranked amongſt 
the means of national welfare nor can en- 
creaſed dominion (the only: acquiſition of mi- 
litary atchievements) be conſidered an additi- 
onal ſecurity.— If men are corrupt, by widen- 
ing the ſphere of empire, we only multiply 
the means of mutual corruption and in the 
extenſion of conqueſt, we lay a ſure founda- 
tion for the perpetuity of the calamities of 
war. Beſides, what ſhall: protect the ſtate 
itſelf " dbainiſt the inſtrument of its victories? 
May not the great engine of national carnage 
be turned againſt its employer? And has not N 
experience abundantly evinced, that in periods 
of general licentiouſneſs, and popular depra- 
vity, no reliance is to be Paſa on the * 
of armies? 6 | 


Again ſhall we find ineusLIc sIRIA a ſuf- 
ficient ſafeguard ? That there exiſts, between 
the public good and the welfare of the indivi- 
dual, an indiſſoluble connexion, cannot be de- 
nied— but were this connexion even obviouſly 
diſcernible, the abſtract contemplation of it 

C would 
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wind but ill ferve, ab a rule, or as a motive. 
Wall the unlearned fee, or the unprincipled 
fal the public intereſt, ſo as to be regulated 
by its dictates? The individual will, in many 
caſes, be unable to trace the preflure, which 

opetaton overbalhnces partial inconvenience 

by public benefit or if he ſhould in every 

_ calle connect it with its true cauſt, of what - 
0 avkil-is this without religion? Why ſhould he, 
who acknowledges no God but felf, contribute 
to the general good, at the expence of perſonal 
_enjoyment? What is public fpirit without 
Private virtue? What cas it be? Surely, no- 
thing but vanity or aifibition. . Wound chat 
vanity, or diſappoint that ambition ; and you 
will fee the parriv? of to-day, become the in- 
condiary of to-merrow—the public good, loſt 
in the contemplation of his on fancied 

wrongs—and the torch of diſcord, and Tebel- 
ion, lighted up from the flames of his private 
reſentment every day's. experience convinces 
us all uf this nor indeed can it be otherwiſe 
_ —for what is patriotiſm, but the principle of 
rectitude moving in a larger ſphere ? What, 
 biit the wider diffixfion of the charities of pri- 


by yate life *+—Wirhour virtue, there is no recti- 
| | tude . 


” 
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tude without religion, there are no nd 
—the ſelfiſh principle alone can guide him, who. 
is deſtitute of virtue and a Patriot without 
religion can feel no intereſt in the welfare of 
his country, farther than as it is . 
with 5 own Persone advantage. N 


„ Wealth, 1 and Public 
ſpirit are found inſufficient, will nor cha 
power of Government ſupply every deficiency 
—apd, binding together the great fabric. of 
civil ſociety, ſecure is from ꝗiſſolutioa ?—» 
equally jpſafficiens will this be found, if the 
morals of the people he comupted——the in ⸗ 
ternal principle of diſſolution is at work, and 
ng human contrivance can ſtap the progreſs of 
ite ruinous qperation-for firſt, GS ſhall 

Government itlelf ſubſiſt? In will nor. be ſaid, 
by force. Deſpotie power, at all. times unſafe, 

is in the preſent ſtars of things, impeſſiblewe 
men know tog well their collective powers, th 
be compelled to flavery in the maſs h. 
could even deſpotiſm maintain its uſurpations, 
ſurely a ſyſtem that ſubjects by debaſing, and 
tranquillizes by cruſhing every human energy, 
will not be contended for, . dhe ground. of 1 
national proſperity. 1 
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Since then, by force alone governments 
cannot ſubſiſt, what remains for their ſupport, 
but the principle of fubordination? This in- 


| deed is the true cement of civil union but 


without religion, whence is this to ariſe ?— 
Since ſuch is the condition of human affairs, 


that the greater part of mankind muſt be re- 


reduced to toil, for che neceſſary ſupport of 
exiſtenee; whilſt they ſee all the luxuries, and, 


a they think, the bleſſings of life, heaped pro- 
| pr ofuſely upon their ſuperiors, without any 


effort for their acquiſition; and can diſcern no 


| difference between themſelves: and thoſe fa- 


vourites of fortune, ſave what ariſes from the 
accidental circumſtance of birth-what is to 
teach the poor man, acquieſcence i in his lot? 
What is there, to induce him, to pay a willing 


ſubmiſſion to thoſe laws, that ſeem to place a 


barrier between him and happineſs—and to 


tontribute to the ſupport of that ſyſtem, 
Which, whilſt it ſecures to others all the plea- 
Fares of the world, has nothing 1 in reſerve for 
Vim, but hardſhip and misfortune ?—The phi- 
: jofophy of the "peaſant will not reach to the 


diſcovery, that this partial preſſure 3 18 general 
geod—nor will his patriotiſm find, in this re- 


Hexion, a ſufficient conſolation for the ſuffer- 
2. 8 | 8 7 | ings 
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ings he endures.—Let not the politician raſhly 
ſay, that his willingne/ 7 to ſubmit 3 is of. little 
moment, ſince that ſubmiſſion may be com- 
pelled let him reflect, that 3 in the maſs of the 
people there is a principle, that though it may 
be for a while kept under, can never be totally 
ſubdued—it may be pent up by the force of 
compreſſion, but it will at ſome time undoubt- | 
edly break forth, with a violence proportioned 
to the reſtraint — let then this truth never be 
forgotten, that no goyernment can be ſecure 
that 1 18 not N eiſec Oer a ring people ; 1 


But we man 9 told, 6 9 the pure ——_— 
ſtration of equitable laws will enſure an uncon- 
ſtrained obedience.—Little will avail all human ; 
laws, if not ſuſtained by national morality— 
why ſhould they, who are at ar with virtue, 
ſubmit to laws framed for its ſupport — the 
laws themſelves, if friendly to morals, wih 
furniſh occaſion for diſcontent, and reſiſtance 
and the very means, which in a virtuous com- 
munity would have ſecured tranquillity, will 
to a corrupt people, prove the ſource of | 
diſcord, and commotion.— Thus we find that 
laws pre-ſuppoſe virtue, where they profeſs to 
befriend it—and that they muſt  vlumarely reſt 
upon 0 
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updn chat very principle, the want of which 
it is ned they can fopply. 


Bur, granting that the laws poſſeſs ralficien | 
power te Tecure ſubordination, what hall 
guard us apainſt the laws themſelves ?—Since 
both to frame, and to execute them, can belong 
bat to a few; if chere be not virtue to reſtrain 
the love of power, to what are we to look for 
protection, from their corrupt enaction, or their 
vppreſſive adminiftration ?—Nay more, conced- 


ing the utmoſt that can poſſibly be required— 


that on the part of the governors, laws will be 
wiſely framed, and impartially adminiſtered; 

and on the part of the people, willingly and 
readily obeyed—nor to object, that there are 
many and heinous offences, that cannot poſſibly 
dome within the circle of their juriſdiction, 
being beyond the power of man, with ſtrict- 
nels. to define, or with certainty to diſtover— 
we thall yet find their boaſted influence, even 


in chat, which they claim as. their peculiar 


| -the puniſhment of open g crimes— 
Entirely. nugatory, if not Kiftained by the reli- 
© gious principle—for is it not on reNimony, that 
the efficacy of laws muſt ultimately depend — 


remove e chen che reli gion of an oath, and 


L what 
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what protectioa i is there for the good, what 
puniſhment for the wicked Will the Atheiſt 

reſpect an appeal to that Being, whoſe exiſt- 
ence he denies Or will be, who lives only 

to himfeff, ſeruple to ſaeriſice the property, or 
even the life of another, to * g 
nnn ee, f30 


But in fact, — hi 
is impoſſible. Without a God, there is no 
conſcience without conſcience, the only duty 
is ſclf-gratification—ſocial virtus of every 
kind vaniſhes—nothing remains, on which 

mutual reliance can be built —all muſt be 
done, in compliance with external power-— 
and every law will be diſregarded, when it 
may be done with fecreey - or impunity 
and preſent pleaſure or profit tempts to the 
violation, «Let the Atheiſt produce a ſingle 

inſtance, of any one nation, in any period, fub- 
fiſting without religion, and then it may be 
admitted, that religion is not neceſſary to the 


exiſtence of a ſtate—if he find the annals 


of hiſtory unſtained by ſuch an inſtance, let 
him then account for ſo extraordinary a phe- 
nomenon in the moral world, as this—that 
from the creatien to the preſent moment, 
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every ſociety of men has been under a groſs 
deluſion, in a matter affecting their moſt im- 
portant intereſts and we ſhall be content, to 
let the glory of his ſuperior wiſdom, riſe tri- 
umphant on the ruins of all antient opinions. 
Af he aſſign political contri vance, as the cauſe 
of the univerſality of the- religious principle, 
let him conſider what he allows us—that the 
religious principle has been deemed by all poli- 
ticians and legiſlators, the only ſure bond of 
civil umon—and alſo, that it. finds in the 
mind of man, ſomething ſo congenial to its na- 
ture, that it has been in the power of legiſla, 
tors and politicians, to make it a matter of 
univerſal adoption thus then the two great 
points, on which we build, are given up— 
that Religion is necgſſary to civil ſociety—and 
that it has its foundation, in the natural reaſon, 
and ſentiments of man—and from. this it fol- 
lows, chat the Atheiſt not only declares him- 
ſelf at war with reaſon and nature; but is, by 
his own confeſſion, a determined foe to g0- 
wernttent, and to N 


Nor can he avoid the Wiek of this inference, | 
by the few inſtances that may poſſibly be 
-found, of thoſe, who, rejecting all religion, 
1 ; i | have 
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have yet. conducted themſelves as good 
moral characters for it ſhould be remember- 
ed, that ſuch; though no they diſclaim. its 
influence, had, at an age ſuſceptible. of per- 
manent impreſſions, received the. tincture of 
religious principles; which, though them 
ſelves diſcarded, have, left behind them habi- 

tudes, favourable to virtue. — Beſides, whilſt 

religion is profeſſed by the community at 
large, and the moral duties conſequently held 
in general eſtimation, the force of opinion, 
aided by the vanity and zeal, which uſually 

accompany the profeſſion of a new ſyſtem, will 
lead to the obſervance of the latter, where all 3 
regard for the former has been thrown off—ſo _ 
that, on the whole, the blameleſs morality of | 
ſuch perſons furniſhes a proof, not of the in- 
utility, but of the indirect influence, of reli- 
gion—this, then, is not an example ſuited to 
the caſe—no—let an inſtance be produced of 
the entire body of a people, agſtitute of the re- 
ligious principle, and regularly trained up in 
the diſbelief of a God, and we ſhall have a ur 
ground for deciſion. | | 


One unhappy experiment, indeed, bas been 
made, to exhibit this melancholy example 
what 
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what has been its effec We have ſeen. a nat 
on, diſcharged of every moral feeling, and 
abandoned to every ſpecies of impiety, la- 
bouring- to throw of a ſentiment, which 


could only ſerve to give pain from its continual 


violation—we have ſeen theſe efforts, aided by 


all the force, that the example and the power 


of its impious rulers could beſtow-—and we 


have ſeen them, whilſt curſed with a momen- 
tary ſucceſs, bring forth atrocities, more hor- 
rid than the page of hiſtory can produce and 


again, have we not ſeen this-wretched people, 
whoſe refuge was Atheiſm, and whoſe beſt 


| hope was annihilation, overwhelmed by the 


force of nature, and yielding to the voice of 


reaſon? And do we not now behold thoſe, 
ho direct the affairs of that ill-fated country, 


labouring to build up that very fyſtem, which 


their predeceſſors had gloried to overturn 
No let it be remarked that whilſt the object 
of thoſe, who ſwayed the public opinion, was 
to ſubvert eſtabliſhed order, and excite to furi- 
ous outrage—ſo long Atheiſin was made the 


boaſt of the legiſlature, and the faſhion of the 
multitude—but when a feitled ſyſtem of civil 


regulation was to be adopted, religion was in- 
Rantly called in—the — in a God and his 


ſuper- 
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ſuperintending Providetice, folemnly announe- 
ed aid the dark fleep of death, made to retire - 


before the dawn of an eternal exiſtence 
Thus then, even from thoſe, whoſe teſtimony 


in fayour of religion cannot be queſtioned; on 


the ground of ſuperſtitious attachment to its 


intereſts, we have received this iniſtructive leſſon 

chat if we would diſturb all order, anddiſband 

ſociety, religion maſt be difcarded—and that 

on the contrary, if government is to be eſta- 

bliſhed, and ſocial happineſs ſecured, to that 

ſaving principle alone . we look for effectu- 
LE aid, 


lk ike from the "ORR it be an obvious re- 
ſult that religion is neceſſary to civil ſociety 


chat, without ir, neither the comforts, nor 


even the exiſtence of the ſocial ſtate can be pre- 
ſerved—it needs little argument to ſhew, Hat 


the more pure that religion 1 is, the more the 


happineſs of the community, as well as of the 
individual, muſt be advanced—try this by ex- 
perience - amongſt the nations of antiquity, 
do we not uniformly find their profperity 


keeping pace with their morality, and cheir 


morality commenſurate with their religion? 
But I will not detain you, with the particulars 
C25 4 4 +> % 5 0 T | 5 p , : = 
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of an induction ſo obtruſive—every page of 
antient hiſtory proclaims the fact—and if we 
find this to have been the caſe, even amidſt 
the wild fu perſtitions, and perverted | morals 
of the heathen ; what ſhould we not expect, 
from the ſublime doctrines, and refined morality 
of the goſpel from a reli gion, which not 
only affords to individual virtue the moſt pow. 
erful ſupport, but enforces with peculiar ener- 
gy thoſe qualities, that W the ſocial 
Fon 


| In vain, does the corrupt ſophiſtry of the 
Deiſt object to this beneficent diſpenſation— 
that it has been the occaſion of -war, and per- 
ſecution—thar its precepts are inconſiſtent with 
civil liberty—and that thoſe virtues, with 
which it profeſſes to adorn the Chriſtian cha- 
racer, it has been found ineffectual to ſecure. 
Io charge upon Chriſtianity the faults and 
crimes of thoſe, that have uſurped its name, is 
the only reſource, that remains to its enemies, 
when they can ſind nothing in the religion 
itſelf, on which to faſten condemnation—but 
it requires uncommon hardihood, to impute 
the ferocities of war, and the cruelties of 
perſecution, to a ſyſtem, whoſe very eſſence 
| | "RN 
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is benevolence whoſe diſtinguiſhing features 
are 90 humanity, gentleneſs, 15 long-fufferin g. 
kindneſs, brotherly love and whole: glory it 
is; to have extended, even to foes and oppreſ- 
ſors, thoſe kindly affections, which the utmoſt 
ſtretch of heathen morality could not carry 
beyond the friend; and the benefactor the ob- 
jection, then, that would fix upon the benig- 
nant principles of Chriſt's holy religion, the 
vindictive malignities of ſome of its profeſſors, 
involves a confuſion too clumſy, to Paſs even 
on 40 maſt e. 
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of MEE? force is the argument; MG odd 
pronounce C riſtianity injurious to Freedom.— 
Patriotifim, indeed, has not been formally an- 
nounced; in the catalogue of Chriſtian virtues 
—and the language of the goſpel has declared 
| peaceful ſubmiſſion to the powers that bea 
Cüncian duty-but the- dane gölpel has en- 
forced a benevolence, embracing all the chari- 
ties of ſocial life; and has enjoined to gover- 
nors; a mild and equitable exerciſc of power, as 
implied in the precept, and correſponding to 
the duty, of unreſiſting - obedience—how, 
then, can that be called hoſtile to liberty, 
which mediates between the People and the 
Ruler 
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Ruler-—which generazes on the ons hand. ib. 
ordination and tranquillitey; and on che other, 
juſtice and mod -—which reſiſts no rat, 
onal-and peaceful ment. of —_— . 
8 3 ties -of 1 ne a -_ 
creaſes the . 
the jealeuſy af power and guarding ani 
— qgainſt the abuſes of licentionſneſo, render 
thoſe reſtraints unneceſſary, which. g erm 
re for their como? 


But again, it is 1 == he advantage 
of Chriſtianity, with regard to individual vir- 
| tue, have been uch gverrated=and that in 
the Chriſtian world, vice and immorality z 
ill found to prevail Nen I will only al. 
whether where this. immorality is found to 
prevail, there does not prevail irreligion allo 
and whether the man, ho indulges in habitual 
vice, has not in the firſt inſtance, releaſed his 
conſcience from a ſenſe of Chriſtian oblige 
tion What denomination he may wear, is of 
little moment the man, who violates the pre- 
cepts of Chriſtianity, is not a Chriſtian — and to 
object his vices, to the religion which he rejects, 
is a * of * well ſuited to thoſe, 


who 
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who reſiſt the ouſe of virtue, and of truth 
the value of the religion is to he judged: of 

by its natural tendency, and by its actual * 
ect upen thoſe, who- are governed by its in- 
. fluence—that even in countries where Chri(- 
tianity is profeſſed, there are many, to horn 
that influence has not extended; can furniſh 
no eee — eee which wins | 


. Bur Mac nts ee inet 
| ficacy of the goſpel let him conſider, chat 
che muititudes which it plenty leads to 
pitty * goodneſs, are unobtruſive, and un- 
vn und that many even of choſe, who 
| Sahni the Chriſtian name, may poſſibly have 
5 be e from 1 1 
eee . ene meli or which it 
of ſociety—but that, after every poſſible allow- 
| ance, the number of thoſe, who live in oppo- 
fition' to the Chriſtian preceprs, is great that 
the influence of religion upon our hearts and 
lives, is at this day conſiderably reduced, muſt 
unhappily be canfeſſed but whatdo Linfer ?— 
VCC EI r 
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that the friends of virtue and en 
exert themſelves the org; - 59 WIN 
. my und, eee d times -do# in- 
deed call for your exertions—the" decline of 
Chriſtianity the decline of religion the de- 
cline of morals—the threatened ruin of your 
country—all demand your moſt ſtrenuous ef- 
forts. That Chriſtianity religion and mo- 
rals have declined, each day's obſervation fur- 
niſhes proof in "melancholy © abundance—for 
whence the deſertion of our churches— the 
diſregard, and violation of the ſabbath— the 
neglect, and ridicule of Chriſtian duties— the 
_ eager reception of all works, calculated to 
depreciate, and traduce the Chriſtian faith 
the groſs abuſe of oaths the perverſion, and 
deſiance of public opinion the univerſal rage 
of diſſipation - the unbounded purſuit of plea- 
ſure the contempt, and hatred of all autho- 
rity the rapid decreaſe of modeſty, and chaſ- 
tity,” amongſt our females— the extravagant 
ee of all ranks—begetting in the high- 
embarraſſment, venality, meanneſs, pro- 
fl gacy—in the iniddle orders - bankruptcy, 
indigence, family: diſtreſs and in the loweſt 
claſs-idleneſs, debauchery, violence, „ 
| | 5 


THE ASSOCIATION, & 33 


of law, impatience of controul, infurre@tion 
Ae owt 


I know; that at all times the moraliſt and 
the preacher have deplored and condemned, 
the vices of their cotemporaries, as exceeding 
thoſe of former ages, whilſt in many caſes 
they only borrowed from the nearer view an 
artificial magnitude but on enquiry, I fear 
it will be found, that this picture, diſmal as it 
1s, merits not the charge of exaggeration —for 
look abroad and ſee * is the * {tate of 
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As to e look even to its externals—in 
wha manner do we find the worſhip of that 
great Being, who made heaven and earth, con- 
ducted : do we not ſee that day peculiarly al- 
lotted to the glorifying of his name conſumed 
by the lower ranks, in groſs intemperance, and 
blaſphemy and riot —whilſt amongſt the high- 
er, no longer able to excite even a weari⸗ 
neſs of its dull uniformity, have we not ſeen 
a liberalizing faſhion ſtrip it of its ſanctity, 
and extend to it all the cuſtomary modes of 
pleaſurable indulgence ! not content with 
pt the — notion, that the 
i D * 
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public worſhip of the moſt High ſhould be 
attended with regularity, and engaged in with 
reverence, do we not ſee it ſending forth a 
more than uſual diſplay of vanity, and un- 
folding a more laborious magnificence ; as if 
to ridicule the humble votary of the temple, 
and to diſgrace the feſtival of God's hallowed 
reſt ?—and with thoſe who would be ranked 
amongſt the more refined, do we not ſee the 
evening of this ſacred day conclude, with all 
the uſual round of diſſipation—to the ſcandal 
of religion, to the prejudice of thoſe whom 
their example may corrupt, and to the actual 
hindrance of every member of their houſehold 
from the diſcharge of any of the pious duties 
of the day ? Nay more—leſt the abuſes of 
God's ſabbath ſhould not be ſufficiently perni- 
cious, if confined within the privacy of their 
dwellings, have we not feen a public enter- 
tainment ſet apart for its peculiar uſe ?—thus 
openly proclaiming hoſtilities againſt the ſab- 
bath, and calling in the multitude to ſhare in 
the profanation of the truumph.—On this laſt act 
of profligacy I am unwilling to dwell—it is 
difficult to ſpeak of ſuch abominations with 
the moderation ſuited to this place.—I ſhall 
therefore only beg to remind (thoſe, on whom 
8 | this 
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this eſtabliſhment may depend for patronage 
and ſupport—that if there be any one ſpecies 
of impiety, by which the very notion of reli- 
gion may be clean wiped from the minds of 
an entire people, it is that of an habitual viola- 
tion and contempt of the Jabbath—and if there be 
any one ſcheme, by which this may be com- 
pletely effected, it is by an Inſtitution, which 
appoints a public entertainment for the regular 
returns of the ſabbath—which ſtamps that 
entertainment with the ſanction of diſtin- 
guiſhed names—and which ſpreads round it 
all the attractive ſplendor of affluence and 
faſhion—whilſt the pretended harmleſsneſs of 
the objects of the meeting are made'to cheat 
timidity of its ſcruples, and the plea of charity 
| held out as a compromiſe to conſcience, —a 
plea ill- becoming thoſe that overlook a fund, 
which obviouſly preſents itſelf; and which con- 
nects the cauſe of ger 16 with the worſhip 
and glory of the Creator and are we 
to wonder if after ſuch examples we ſhould 
find, that amongſt the lower claſſes of our 
people, this day which was given for reſt, is 
turned to riot—that each return of it is cele= 
brated, as a bacchanalian feſtival—and that the 
interval which it aftords from worldly occupa- 
N 2 tions, 
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tions, for the purpoſe of impreſſing the ſeri. 
ouſneſs of religious feeling, is employed for 

the ſole end of violating every religious pre- 
cept, and promoting every ſpecies of diſorder 
and * ? 


When the worſhip, ahd conſequently the 
reverence, of the Supreme Being has been thus 
generally laid afide, we might naturally ex- 
peR to find amongſt the many melancholy 
effects that follow, that even the laſt folemn 
appeal to divine omniſcience ſhould ceaſe to be 
Teſpeted—and that the obligation of an oath 
ſhould, in a great meaſure, have loſt its force 
—and is not this the caſe ?—Do we not ſee it, 
day after day, bartered by the neceſſities of 
one claſs, and bent to the convenience of 
another ?—adminiſtered without ceremony, 
and taken without conſideration, do we not 
find it frequently employed as an idle pageant 
to qualify for office, or as a deſtructive wea- 
pon ſuited to the baſeſt purpoſes of rapacity 
or malice? Look to thoſe ſtruggles of ambi- 
tion, wt ich each returning period of delega- 
tian brings upon a land, more tenacious of 
hberty than virtue hat are they but great 
convulſions of the moral ſyſtem— by which 

every 
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every prineiple of truth is torn up by the 
roots—whalHt the treaſures of the rich are 
every where employed, to create and purchaſe 
the perjuries of the poor ?—Nay, look even to 
thoſe courts, in which the venerable form 
of juſtice is ſeen to preſide—how is the fo- 
lemnity of an oath trifled with and abuſed ? 
Even in that place, where this awful appeal to 
the eternal Judge is made the ſecurity of life, 
reputation, liberty—of all that is dear to man 
—with what diſgraceful levity do we too often 
ſind it treated? What ingenuity do we ſee em- 
ployed to colour the falſehoods of ſubornation 
—and to confound the honeſt fimplicity of 
truth into inconſiſtency - and are we then 
after all this to wonder, if the very notion of 
truth be not amongſt the conceptions of our 
poor? Are we to wonder, if we find the pro- 
miſe of the tradeſman, but the pledge of our 
difappointment—and the confidence repoſed in 
the domeſtic, repaid with the pillage of his 
maſter? Are we to wonder, if we find fidelity 
in private life, and allegiance in public, 
ſcoffed at as empty names—and if the only co- 
venant to which the lower claſſes of our people 
are found not unfaithful, is a COVENANT OF 
BLOOD ?—a covenant, which binds them to 

| carry 


— — — — — bbpens 
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carry terror and deſolation through the 
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land—and with embodied outrage to me- 


nace even the venerable fabric of our conſti- 


tution. 


Here opens one of the dreadful conſequences 
of that irreligion, which has long been creep- 
ing unperceived, but now. lifts its head 
and ſtalks abroad in ghaſtly triumph. When 


the great one of this world ridiculed in 


theory, and by his practice inſulted the ſanc- 


timonious duties of religion, he was not aware 


that the contagion of his example would ra- 
pidly deſcend—he was not aware, that the re- 
ſtraints of religion muſt appear ſufficiently 
burdenſome to thoſe, on whom they impoſed 
a patient ſubmiſſion to the hardſhips of Poverty 
Hand that little encouragement was wanting | 
to induce them to throw them off—he was 
not aware, that in ſhaking the authority of re- 
ligion, he was undermining the very founda- 
tion on which he ſftood—let him now look 
round, and ſurvey the fruits of his atchieve- | 
ments—he thought, perhaps, if he thought At 
all, that the operation of moral cauſes was ſlow 
—and with the philanthropy ſuited to his prin- 
* conſoled himſelf with the reflection, that 
things 
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things would laſthis time; and that he need not 
fear to contribute, by his vicious indulgences, to 
the ſwelling of a ſtorm, which was to burſt on 
the head of puſterity—burt let him now ponder 
the awful leſſon, of irreligious example ſtrik- 
ing inſtantaneous root, and ſuddenly ſhooting 
up in ſavage outrage and national convulſion 
let him behold an infuriate populace arming 
for the deſtruction of their country—and 
whilſt the grand ſcheme of political ſubverſion 
has been maturing by ſecret and ſyſtematic 
combination, and awaiting its completion by 
the infuſion of a foreign force, let him behold 
the genius of inſurrection, mean- time, impa- 
tient of delay, breaking forth in acts of vio- 
lence and carnage the laws reſiſted and defied 
Land the ſtrength of government challenged to 
open conflict let him alſo behold the new 
monſter, aſſaſſination, coolly dealing out its 
havoc, and aiming its poniard, one time 
againſt the active vindicator of his own and 
his country's rights, and at another, againſt 


7 «« After ar the Deluge“ —had been a phraſe of fami- 
liar conſolation amongſt thoſe whoſe vices concurred with 
the principles of a deſtructive philoſophy, to draw down 
ruin upon a neighbouring country on the awful anticipa- 
tion of this reverſſon, it may not be unwiſe to reflect. 


— __—_ — — = 


lated, with a ſucceſs to be equalle 
zeal of their atone tel it was, who had 
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the Abdel partner of the dangerous ſecret 
and let him, whilſt he is made to tremble 
for his very exiſtence; and whilſt he is com- 


pelled to convert his houſe into a fortreſs, and 


to exchange the comforts of domeſtic tran- 


Auillity, for the terrors of inteſtine commotion 
ee him, I ſay, reflect upon the juſt judg- 
ments of that Providence, which has thus viſited 
him with the conſequences of hit impiety—let 


ham reflect, that he it was, who had provided 
the inſtruments for ſedition— that, in prepar-. 
ing the minds of the people, for the willing 

and ready admiſſion of thoſe doctrines of trea- 
ſon and rebellion, that have been lately circu- 
d only by the 


pointed the dagger, that the unnatural aſſaſſin 
of his country has aimed at her exiſtence.— 
The deadly blow has been, indeed, averted by 
the wiſe and vigilent exertions of our gover- 


- nors—but let him not thence conclude all 


danger paſt the wiſdom and the ſtrength of 
man will avail nothing againſt the counſels of 
the Almighty—and the fcourge of our iniqui- 
ties, though for a time with-held in mercy, will, 
if that mercy be ſighted, return with ten- 


fold vengeance, "4h 
5 


von ASSOCIATION, &. 41 
Let me then implore even choſe, who can 
eſtimate religion only by its temporal effects, 
to awake at length e the conſequences of its 
dereliction, and to unite. with the friends of 


virtue in ſtemming the torrent of public im- 
morality if they can ye remain fo blind, as 
not to ſee that the deſtruction of ſocial order 
is the natural 23 af national irreligion, 
let me entreat them to turn their eyes to the 
profeſſed opponents of government and fubor- 
dination, and obſerve in what manner they 
execute their ſchemes of fabverfon——whether it 
be not their plan, to fow the ſeed of infurrec- 
tion by ſeattering the principles of infidelity 
and whether they do not make regular prepa- 
ration for overturning allegiance to the mag 
_ trate, by Annen men of n to their 2 
| Go | | | 


| For * has 5 the fact? Have we not 
ſeen, for ſome time paſt, a regular, fykematic 


diffuſion of Atheiſm through the land-—ſo- 
cieties deliberately formed for the purpoſe 
their united talents and treaſures charitably em- 
ployed, to reduce the abftruſeneſs, and the 
bulk of antient blafphemies, within the ap- 
PITT and the purchate of the multitude 
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—and thus, a ſyſtem of diabolical retail (as it 
were) eſtabliſhed, by which even a penny. 
worth of Atheiſm is ready prepared for the 
poor—the very infant furniſhed with his 
primmer of infidelity—and the mendieant en- 
abled to pick up. the poiſoned morſel on the 
highway. And by whom has been conducted, 


this proceſs of modern illumination? Is it not 


by the very perſons, who have been labour- 
ing to diſturb the public peace, and to over- 
turn the conſtitution? They knew too well, 
that religion is the only baſis of ſocial order— 
they had feen the /ame methods ſucceſsful in a 
late unhappy. inſtance—and they naturally 
looked for the ſame conſequences—that the 


ſame conſequences have vor followed, demands 
dur fervent gratitude to the gracious Diſpoſer 


of events; who by bringing to light their 
wicked counſels, and proſpering the ſalutary 


endeavours of our political protectors, has re- 


ferved us yet for farther trial and enabled us, 
if we will, to return to his righteouſneſs, and 
be ſaved. : 2 1 


| But 3 theſe enemies of human hap- 
pineſs have failed, in accompliſhing the 20e 


of r deſtructive purpoſe, it it is dreadful to 
think 
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think how far they have been able to ad- 
 vance. To be releaſed at once from the fear of 
God and man—to open wide the door,” to the 
indulgence of the worſt, and moſt violent 
paſſions of ournature—to unrein hcentiouſneſs 
—and to hold out to the meaneſt, the ſudden 
acquiſition of unbounded wealth and power, 
carry with them charms not to be reſiſted - and 
treaſon and impiety have accordingly been 
found to ſpread around their baneful influence 
| —here, then, my brethren, is a field indeed 
for your exertions— when irreligion, hitherto 
confined to the palaces of voluptuous opu- 
lence, or the cloſets of lettered ſcepticiſm, has 
found its way even into the cottage of the 
peaſant it is full time, I ſay, for Jou, 
who know the comfort of God's holy 
word, and the ruin chat muſt ariſe from 
its rejection, to put forth your beſt, and moſt 
ſtrenuous efforts and when this ſpirit of irre- 
ligion has carried i in its train, the ſpirit of in- 
ſurrection, and all i its fiend- like attendants; it 
is full time for all, who regard the bleſſings of 
ſociety, and the exiſtence of our political 
eſtabliſhment, to unite with you, in rooting 
up this parent ſtock of every evil that can 
afflict che human race. 


15 


When 


5 
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When the impieties, that are uſually nur. 
tured on the rich heights of affluence, are 
found to have ſpread even through the loweſt 
ranks, the depravation of ſociety muſt, indeed, 
be alarming—and yet I know not, whether 
another more deadly ſymptom does. not remain 
to be noticed I know not whether the encreaſ. 
ing diſſipation, and unprincipled purſuit of 
pleafure, amongſt the FEMALE part of the com- 
munity; and which, no longer confined to the 
higheſt claſs, have reached deep: znta the mid- 
dle rank, do not furniſh a proof, yet more de- 


- Ploxably convincing, of the degraded ſtate of 


religion, and manners, in the land- but if any 
dehcacy remains to the public mind, let me 
not wound it, by a review of the enormities, 


which this ſubject neceſſarily ſuggeſts here 


then let me draw the veil but thus much it 


is unavoidable to remark— that if ever the 


women of any country, ſhall become ſo far 


vicious, as to have thrown off all reſtraints of 

religion, and decorum—and ſhall be able to 
_ turn the ſcale of faſhion in their favour, fo as 
to glory in their ſhame, and triumph in their 


diſhonour—rhe fate of that country is decided 


the deſcent to vice is no longer gradual—the 


fences of virtue are every where borne down 
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by a ſweeping and reſiſtleſs torrent and the 
land is deluged with abominations. The recent 
example of a neighbouring country has evinced 
the neceſſity of theſe conſequences it behoves 
us ſeriouſly to conſider, how far we, of this 
nation, deſerve to be n from a ſimilar 
nnn. | | 24 


Alas! my brechren, it is alarming, to re- 
flect upon thoſe vicious practiſes, that diſgrace 
every rank, and deſcription of the community 
—it is alarming, to reflect upon that diſſolute- 
neſs, and diſſipation, which have nearly extin- 

guiſhed every moral, and religious feeling; 
and in which we fearleſsly indulge, whilſt we 
hang over the verge of a frightful precipice, 
which foreign and domeſtic enemies have pre- 
| pared for our deſtruction.—Dreadful infatua- 
tion! when the judgments of the Lord are 
abroad upon the earth—when the viſitations 


of an inſulted God, are ſeen levelling the lofty _ 


mockers of his might—when the finger of de- 
ſolation is beheld, tracing in characters of ven- 
geance the doom of nations—ſhall we dif- 
port ourſelves in the revels of guilty pleaſure 
—and ſlumber ſecurely on the couch of fin, 
whilſt we craſh of Almighty vengeance thun- 


ders 
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ders all around ?—If ſuch be our inſen6biliry 
— then are you, who have ſtationed yourſelves, 
as the ſentinels of religion, called on to exert a 
tenfold vigilance—to ſound in our ears, the ruin 
that awaits us—to rouſe us from the deadly 
trance—and to gird us with the armour of fal. 
vation. 


4 Upon the whole, my fellow Chriſtians, if ever 
there was a time, when your exertions, and the 
exertions of all good men were indiſpenſible,itis 
the preſent—in an age, which, infected with the 
vanities of reaſon, and intoxicated with the 
pride of philoſophy, affects to deride the great 
truths of Chriſt's holy religion, and mock at the 
ſabhme myſteries of our redemption—at a day, 
when a ſpirit of wild licentiouſneſs, claiming the 
name of /iberality, ſweeps away all diſtinctions, 
and mixes all extremes—when religious ſenti- 
ment is ſtigmatized as prejudice, and the ſim- 
plicity of God's ſacred word is branded with 
the name of folly when the refinements of 
what is called civilization have frittered away 
the boundaries of right and wrong—and the 
ſpeculative” corruptions of the . 
communicating their depravity to the heart, 
have ſpread their pollutions through every 
channel 
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channel of the community—when' we ſee the 
ſanctions of the higheſt names, confirming 
examples of irreligion, and creating a faſhion, 
that rapidly circulates their vices through 
every claſs, and ſhoots the poiſon of their 
crimes, through every member of the public 
body—until at laſt, the fatal leſſon has return- 
ed upon themſelves ; and thoſe, whom they 
had taught to diſreſpect their God, have learn- 
ed to deſpiſe their governors —when the ſup- 


port of the laws, has become a mark for po- 


pular revenge—when aſſaſſination has been 
reduced to ſiſem hen the furious ſpirit of 

innovation has gone abroad and treaſon hass 
not feared to rear its head in our very ſtreets 
ben intereſt, and ambition, and voluptuouſ- 
neſs have every where ſet up their idols and 
the only temple, in which the boaſted wiſdom 
of the preſent day, refuſes to bend the knee, 
is THE TEMPLE OF THE LIVING GoD—when 
theſe things are ſo, ſurely we are called on, as 
if a voice from heaven had warned us, to arm 
ourſelves againſt theſe abominations—theſe are 
evidently the provocations, and preparatives 
to thoſe laſt heavy judgments, which the 
wrath of God viſits upon abandoned and re- 


probate nato and theſe are the very cha- 
; racters, 
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racers, whereby thoſe. countries, that have 
been ſwept with the beſom of defolarion, 
have been ruinouſly diſtinguiſhed, in the pe- 
riod immediately preceding their extinction, 


Having thus ſhewn, that there exifts a ne. 
cefſity for the exertions of all, who regard pri- 
vate happineſs, or public proſperity ; it re- 
mains to be conſidered, what are the mz Ans, 
moſt likely to render thoſe exertions ſucceſs. 
fal—and what means could have been deviſed, 
more efficacious than thoſe, which you, my 
brethren, have adopted ? to ftrip. vice of the 
ſanctions of faſhion—to tear off the maſk of 
 Infidelity—to inculcate the principles of reli- 

gion, by your inſtructions and to exhibit the 
lovelineſs of virtue, in your practice—for 
theſe purpoſes you have united; and to effect 
theſe great objects, you have multiplied your 
individual ſtrength, by the energies of aſſo- 
ciated zeal. —You are not indeed armed with 
the power of the magiſtrate; nor do you 
carry with you, the warrant of eccleſiaſtical 
commiſſion but ſecured, at the ſame time, 
againſt thoſe jealous fears of encroachment, 
that oppoſe the one and the ſuſpicion of felt- 
intereſt, which * the * the other 


— you | 
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—you poſſeſs in your numbers, and your 
cauſe, every enforcement of authority, and 
every title to reſpect in the proſecution of 
your plans, you have been favoured with the 
co-operation of our GOVERNoRS; becauſe 
they well knew, that the beſt intereſts of go- 
vernment muſt be co-extended with the dif- 
fuſion of religion—the earneſt concurrence 
of the CLERGY, you could not but have re- 
ceived—your cauſe, and theirs are the ſame— 
you have the hearts of all good men with you 
--you have the judgments of all w/e men in 
your favour—every intelligent ſelfiſhneſs muſt 
be intereſted for the proſperity of your inſti- 
tution— with theſe advantages, with an ad- 
vantage that far exceeds all, the approbation 
of that great Being, in whoſe cauſe you are en- 
rolled, you have every aſſurance of ſucceſs— 
in the magnitude of the abuſes, which you 
have combined to combat, you have every 
demand for your exertion. 


The. ſpecific meaſures of reform, which your 
collective wiſdom has ſuggeſted, it is not my 
purpoſe to detail time will not permit the 
enumeration— and the full, and able diſcuſ- 
ſion they have already received, from my pre- 

E deceſſors 
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deceflors in this ſtation, muſt render it unne- 
ceſſary— I ſhall therefore detain your attention, 
only by ſuch particulars, as may deſerve pe- 
culiar notice. 


IN ORANCE, your Aſſociation has rightly 
judged the moſt fertile ſource, of all moral 
and political diſorder with regret they ſaw, 
at the firſt moment of their formation, that 
amongſt the lower orders of our countrymen, 
it had taken deep, and extenſive root—they had 
ſeen it, in their perſonal intercourſe they 
diſcovered it, with {till more formidable cer- 
tainty, in the deſtructiveneſs of its effects 
againſt this great national evil therefore, were 
directed their earlieſt efforts and to promote 

the religious education of the children of the 
poor, became one of the j:r/f objects to which 
their energies were applied. 


What were EA ſalutary expedients, and ju- 
dicious modes of encouragement adopted, to 
carry this purpoſe into effect, has been on a 
former occaſion publicly ftated—it is only ne- 
ceſſary for me to add, that the effect has hi- 
therto been fully anſwerable to the moſt 
ſanguine erpectation.—and chat ſo far as the 

8 | | operation 
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operation of theſe means has hitherto been 
extended, their efficacy has been abundantly 
evinced, by the emulation, that has been ex- 
cited—the deſire of knowledge, that has been 
diſfuſed and the actual attainments, that have 
been made. One point however there is, con- 
nected with the ſubject, to which my duty re- 
quires me to advert. Some there are, to whom 
the inſtruction of the lower orders appears in 
a light, far from beneficial and who conſider 
the partial cultivation, to which, from the na- 
ture of their ſituation, they muſt neceſſarily 
be confined, as tending to render them diſſa- 
tisfied with their condition, and expoſing 
them to the inſidious ſuggeſtions of the infidel, 
and the ſeditious by enabling them to peruſe 
thoſe writings, which are daily circulated for 
their delufion—and which being artfully ad- 
juſted, to the ſtandard of their 1gnorance, and 
their paſſions, eaſily find amongſt them eager, 
and tumultuous advocates—whilſt on the other 
hand, the dictates of true wiſdom, and practical 
prudence, neceſſarily addreſſing themſelves to 
juſt principles of reaſoning, and an unbiaſſed 
feeling of right, are in vain offered in confutati- 
on. In anſwer to this, I will not urge, that the 


very argument, which is here advanced againſt 


E 2 | che 


52 ASE R MON prEACHED BEFORE 


the intellectual improvements of the poor, 
_ derives its ſole ſupport from the abuſes, that 
grow out of a deficiency of knowledge—] 


will not urge, that ignorance is an unſafe — 


ground, for authority to reſt on; and that 
with the ſame facility, with which it crouches 


to power, it may be made to miniſter to faction 


I will not urge, that whatever conduces to 


the true intereſts of mankind, can have a ſolid 
foundation, only in that knowledge, which 


can diſcern thoſe intereſts—I will not urge, that 
in a neighbouring country * where inſtruction 
has been ſpread almoſt univerſally amongſt the 
loweſt claſs, the bleſſings of induſtry, good 
order, and religious principle, have been 
found fingularly to prevail—theſe, and other 
conſiderations on the ſame head, I ſhall not 
note preſs upon your reflexion —ſince the objec- 
tion, whatever may be its weight, cannot with 
juſtice be applied to the proceedings of the Aſſo- 
ciation had, indeed, the ſcheme of education 
originated with them, and had that ſcheme been 


P The reader need ſcarcely be informed that the country 
here alluded to is Scotland—in which it is well known that 


decent demeanour, as well as ſuperior intelligence, diſtin- 
guiſhes the lower claſſes above thoſe of any other part of 


the Britiſh empire. In no part of the world, perhaps, bas 
education been more extended—and no where has there 


appeared more general induſtry, and regularity. 


confined 


j 
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confined to the communication of the bare 
elements of learning, without any of their 
more uſeful combinations, your inſtitution 
might have been chargeable, with the injuri- | 
ous conſequences, ſuppoſed to follow but 
when on the contrary, your part has been, to 
direct the courſe of literary inſtruction, 
already eſtabliſhed, to the moſt valuable ob- 
jets; and to furmſh the material for the 

higheſt mental improvement, none but the 
benefits of the ſyſtem can be aſcribed to you, 
whatever, under other circumſtances, may be 
its W | 


The nne which it has been your 
great ambition to diſſeminate, is the know- 
| ledge of religion and to this end, what means 
more happily ſuited, than thoſe you have em- 
ployed? In the addreſs of laſt year, it was 
announced that a plan was then in contempla- 
tion, for the diſtribution of bibles amongſt 
the lower claſſes the number of bibles to 
amount to 5000 to be ſold at a reduced price 
Land to be diſtributed amongſt Chriſtians of 
all denominations, without diſtinction. I am 
happy now to inform you, that this plan has 
been carried into effect the number propoſed 
has 


_ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! * 
| 


which alone can teach him, in zchat manner he 
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has been contracted for—the greater part actu- 


ally procured, and circulated—and although 
the ſum, preſented by the benevolent author 
of this ſcheme, amounted only to gol. and not 
leſs than 1600l. were requiſite for its com- 
pletion, yet ſo warmly has the beneficence of 
the original donor been feconded by the libe- 
rality of the public, that the Aſſociation has 


been encouraged to carry the plan yet farther, 
and to annex to it a ſcheme, for fending into 


circulation a large number of teſtaments, for the 
more conſtant uſe of the younger parts of fa- 
milies—the ſpeedy accompliſhment of which, 
there 1s every reaſon to expect ; as a large pro- 
portion of thoſe, on whom this cauſe of 
religion and humanity furniſhes the ſtrongeſt 
claims, yet remain to contribute their aſſiſt- 


ance but may it not be hoped, that this 
ſcheme may be carried to a yet greater ex- 


tent? Nay, may it not be hoped, that the conti- 
nually growing benefits of its operation, may at 
length place it upon a foundation, independent 
of individual munificence—and that the ſame 
ſuperintending care, that provides for the pea- 
fant a glace in which to worſhip his EFEator ; ; 
may alſo ſecure to him that-inva 
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is to be worſhipped ? Mean time, what has þeen 
accompliſhed, muſt afford to every friend of 


virtue, the higheſt ſatisfaction—it goes at the 


ſame time, to evince the efficacy of your ex- 
ertions, and to confirm this truth—that no 
good cauſe, taken up with zeal, and maintain- 
ed with perſeverance, can fail of ultimate ſuc- 


But excellent as this work has been, your 
Aſſociation has not reſted here—it was not 
enough, that the great truths of revelation 
ſhould be'placed before the eyes of the people ; 
it was neceſſary, that they ſhould be read, and 
reliſhed. The books hitherto in uſe amongſt the 
lower claſſes of our countrymen have been 
ſuch as, falling in with their ignorance, and 


their vices, could not but excite a diſtaſte, and 


even incapacity for every thing ſerious and 


inſtructive to correct this falſe taſte, and to 


create a reliſh for more wholeſome nouriſh- 
ment, was an object worthy of your notice 
for this purpoſe, you have wiſely deviſed the 
ſcheme, of ſending abroad through the ven- 


ders of cheap books intended for the uſe of 


the poor, ſmall tracts, in which the principles 


of moral rectitude, and religious truth, are 


conveyed 
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conveyed in the attractive form of fable thus 
intereſting curioſity in behalf of virtue, and 
blending with the entertainment of the fancy 
the correction of the heart. By this means, 
moral truths become inſenſibly impreſſec 
upon the mind—the more ſerious, and uſeful 
concerns of life, are raiſed to their due impor. 

tance—and whilſt the general cauſe of virtue 
thus receives additional ſupport, a taſte and 
knowledge are diffuſed, that form the neceſſa- 
ry preparatives, for the profitable peruſal of 
the: _ volume of our ſalvation. 


" © The children of hos mails are, Na their ge- 
neration, wiſer than the children of light”— 
and with them, we find, had originated this 
plan of popular inſtruction—they had dealt 
out their leſſons, in the moſt compendious 
form—and by their unhappy zeal, in the ſer- 
vice of their maſter, they had contrived, that 
every cottager ſhould be ſupplied, with a 
cheap, and portable ſyſtem of impiety. Wath- 
out ſome counteraction, what muſt be: the 
conſequence? Whilſt the enemy had thus 
over-run the low grounds of ſociety, was the 
ſupporter of Chriſtianity to remain within his 
rang. holds, and boaſt of his ſtrength in 

5 faſtneſſes, 
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faſtneſſes, which gave no command; and in 
armour, which was too cumbrous for action? 
—No—we have learned wiſdom, from the 
foes of religion—we have' armed ourſelves 
with weapons, fit for the encounter—and un- 
der the bleſſing of that great Being, who looks 
down with favour, upon every effort in the 
cauſe of virtue, we will be ſucceſsful. How 
far we have already ſucceeded, may be infer- 
red from the prodigious number of the tracts 
alluded to, which have been actually diſ- 
perſed—amounting to not leſs than 1 00,000, 
in the ſpace of the laſt twelve months 
and it deſerves to be remarked, that theſe 
have not been ſcattered gratuitouſiy in which 
cafe, they might have fallen in popular eſtima- 
tion, and would furniſh no ground from their 
conſumption, whereon to eltimate the degree of 
their Ae. 

What andly be the benefits reſulting from 
the proſecution of this plan, it muſt be diffi- 
cult to compute—may we not naturally expect, 
that it will work an entire change, in the man- 
ners of our populace ?—when books, incul- 
cating leſſons of induſtry, and virtue, and re- 


ligion, are made to form the.amuſement of the 
7 Old, 
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old, and the inſtruction of the Young—may 


we not expect, that though the obduracy of 
matured habits ſhould reſiſt the ſalutary im- 


preſſion, yet the rifing generation will grow 


up, under its influence —and that the feeling 
of utility, and the principle of right, will at 


length take place of that flovenly indolence, 


that improvident thoughtleſsneſs, and that too 
prevalent diſregard of honeſty and truth, 
which have hitherto * the lower claſſes 

of our "—_ 


Bat here T'cannot > ita Wr chat in 
order to ſecure theſe invaluable confequences, 
the ſcheme muſt be proſecuted with a vigout 


and extenſion. ſuited to the exigence, I have 


mentioned the number already diſperſed—and 
conſidering the lateneſs of the commencement, 
it is a large one—but ſtill © what is this 
* amongſt ſo many” — this would, at the moſt 
moderate computation, amount but to a ſingle 
tract to every five families through the king- 
dom—to attain the defired end they muſt be 


ſent abroad, through every county, and town, 


and village, where there ate any who can read 
—and in order to this there muſt be a vaſtly 
larger fund than the Aſſociation, engaged in ſo 

| many 
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many other expenſive undertakings, can poſ- 
ſibly ſupply—and every man of ſtation, of 
influence and virtue, muſt become an active 
aſſiſtant in diſperſing them—this, I ſcruple not 
to ſay would produce an infallible effect 
and let me add, that it is every perſon's con- 
cern, who values life, or liberty, or property 
who loves his country, or who honours his 
God. 1 r 


But whilſt you were thus engaged, in pro- 
viding for the ſpiritual wants of your poorer bre- 
thren, you were not unmindful of their temporal 
neceſſities and you thought it not unworthy 
of you, in the late ſeaſon of threatened ſcar- 
city and diſtreſs, to employ your talents, and 
your knowledge, in communicating whatever 
information, your experience, or your reading 
| might ſuggeſt, as to the modes, by which a 
cheap, and eaſy ſubſiſtence might be pro- 

eured. | 


| Nor 1 have you confined yourſelves to ſuch 
publications, as were fuited, only to the occa- 
ſions of the poor—to have alleviated their pre- 
ſent wants to have taught them the value of 


cleanlineſs, and induſtry, and | honeſty, and 
truth 
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truth — to have inſtilled into their minds, the 
notion of utility, and the ſenſe of religion 
to have thus prepared them for the profitable 
peruſal of the holy ſcripture and to have 
ſupplied them with that ſacred book, for their 
final edification—theſe were objects worthy of 
your inſtitution—and yet there remained a 
ſpecies of publication, whoſe object was too 
important to eſcape your diſcernment ; and 
whole benefits ſhould reach, not merely to the 
peaſant, but to him of leſs humble rank, and 
leſs limited attainments.—The late growth of 
infidel writings, aſſuming a new ſhape, and 
_ decking themſelves in all the colours of popu- 
lar allurement, required a ſpeedy counteraction 
to this end, it was deemed expedient, to 
ſend into general circulation, ſuch treatiſes as 
might moſt intelligibly, and at the ſame time 
briefly, vindicate Chriſtianity from the malig- 
nant attacks of its adverſaries. With a pru- 
| dence, which well became your wiſdom, you 
determined not to anticipate the notoriety of 
thoſe pernicious publications, by the precipi- 
tancy of reply—and-that their unhappy cele- 
brity ſhould not be haſtened, but followed by 
their confutation—well knowing alſo, that the 


Ch riſtian faith had little to fear, from the 
powers 
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powers .of reaſoning, diſplayed in ſuch per- 
formances—and that the true cauſe of their 
adoption, was to be ſought in the prediſpoſition 
of the public mind, from an ignorance of the 
ſacred word, and an impatience of its re- 
ſtraints—you, with equal prudence, reſolved, 
that however the urgency of | the occaſion 
might draw from you, argumentative replies ; 
on theſe, you were by no means to rely, as 
your only, or even your principal ſtrength— 
the general diſſemination of the ſcriptures, 
and the religious education of youth, you 
' rightly judged the truly efficacious mode of 
defence, 


But as it has been peculiarly the policy of 
modern infidels, to ſtrip religion of its ſanc- 
tity, and to degrade the ſacred books, by heap- 
ing on them every epithet of ſcurrility, and 
contempt—it appeared to you, that it might 
not be unprofitable, to meet the enemy on 
this very ground—and as the labours of cer- 
tain worthy perſons, both in this and the 
neighbouring country, afforded you as hopeful 
means of accompliſhing this object, as you 
could reaſonably expect you very properly 


availed yourſelves of what they had done 
Gs and 


- - . _ — — —— —— "Oy 9 - 
* 


in general, and to repel the particular attacks 
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and by printing cheap editions of tracts, both 
tending toeſtablith the evidences of Revelation 


which have been lately made upon it, by that 
well-known writer, who has even vulgarized 
infidelity, ſo as to fit it for the taſte and com- 


Prehenſion of the very rabble—you have ſent 


uſeful antidotes through the land, and have 
put them within the reach of him who can 
afford to ſpare but the mereſt trifle. It may 


be hoped, that the exertions of individual mem- 


bers will carry on the merciful work (in the 
promoting of which ſome of them * have al- 
ready ſhewn ſo exemplary a zeal) and by giving 
them gratis to thoſe who have nothing to pay, 


make proviſion, that even the meaneſt peaſant 


may be able, according to the apoſtolic direc- 
tion, to give a reaſon of the hope that is in 
him. But on this head, you have, indeed, an 
ample field. When you find one of the re- 

doubted champions of infidelity, boldly con- 


| ; vera that man 18 capable of ring at 


* Partieularly the lenden of Elphin, at whoſe ſole 
expence a moſt uſeful compendium of the evidences of the 
Chriſtian religion, extracted from Seed, Watſon, and Paley, 
has lately been publiſhed —to be diſtributed by the Aﬀoci- 
ation. 


3 
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abſolute perfection, in this preſent life, for 
which alone he is deſtined and that the day 


is faſt approaching, when the whole human 
race, having attained that glorious ſtate, ſnall 


exult in unbounded freedom ; knowing no 
law, and reſtrained by no government, but 
that of individual reaſon—from the com- 
mencement of which happy zra,. the extinc- 
tion of the paſſions is to perpetuate this perith- 
able frame, and human immortality to crown the 
work When you find another, with greater 
moderation, admitting the exiſtence of what 


he calls a God, but denying him the power of 


communicating with his creatures—and whakt 
he rejects the written word, as not ſuited to the 


ſfmplicity of the unlearned ; ſending him to the 
abſtract contemplation of the phyſical, and. 


moral world, for the intuitive knowledge of his 
Creator, and his duty—when, I ſay, we find 
the adverſaries of our faith, ſeriouſly contend- 
ing for theſe frenzies—and. contending for 


them, as genial parts of their reſpective ſyſ- 


tems; could we refrain from ſmiling at ſuch 


extravagant follies, were we not grieved to fee, 
that there are fools, who can embrace even 


thele 2 becauſe they carry, to che 


corrupt 
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corrupt affections, a releaſe from the reſtraints 


of virtue, and the terrors of religion? 


But to return—whilſt you have been thus 
zealous, in diſſeminating ſuch works, as might 
conduce to the inſtruction, and im provement, 
of the public mind—you..have been not un- 
profitably employed, in ſuppreſſing many that 


were ixjurious— to your vigilant interference do 


we owe it, that publications offenſive to de- 


cency, and deſtructive of morals, are no lon- 


ger openly vended - and to you are our Youth | 


indebted, for reſcuing them from that odious 
familiarity with vice, which fixes, in a pollut- 

ed imagination, the baſis of every thing, that 
is unprincipled, and diſſolute. 8 


Hitherto, I have confined myſelf, to a. view 


of the exertions of the Aſſociation, as directed 


to the reformation of principle—if I have 
dwelt rather largely upon this topic, I have to 
ſeek my excuſe, in the general importance of 
the ſubject and I look particularly for your 
indulgence, as the meaſures to which I have 


alluded, being almoſt all of recent growth, 


prove that your operations are progreſive and 
that in ſuch. — as * folely upon the 
Aſlociation 
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Aſſociation. itſelf, and in which they are not 


merely to recommend, but to ac, the work of 
virtue 18 not ! to linger. 


but let it not be ſuppoſed, chat occupied as 


you have been, i in plans for the reformation of 


principle, you have in any degree neglected 
thoſe, that tend to the reformation of Practice 
—no—the violation of the ſabbath—the preva- 


lence of the horrid crime of periury—the 


miſchiefs of lottery inſurance the groſs 
abuſe of ſpirituous liquors amongſt the lower, | 


orders—theſe, and the, other flagitious prac- 


tices, that openly diſgrace ſociety, are the un- 
ceaſing objects of your deliberation, and your 


hoſtility—but the different plans, which your 
wiſdom has ſuggeſted, for the removal of theſe 
evils, have been already ſo, amply detailed ; 
that to the public, nothing remains to be 
added for information ; and to you, not hing 


more can be needful, than to urge a A 


ing exertion for their accompliſhment, _ 


Upon" i the whole, my 88 great On | 


been your efforts, in the glorious cauſe, you 
have undertaken—and not inconſiderable has 
been your ſucceſs - but to crown theſe efforts, 


ö 
| 
| 
| 
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and to complete their ſucceſs, there is one 
thing indiſpenfible—I mean ExAurrE—this 
is, I may lay, the very /out of your inſtitution— 
this alone it is, that can give life, and efficacy 
to your refblves—without this, all Your regu- 
tations become dead letter—and your Aſſoci- 
ation, ſunk into merited contempt, and put 
| afide as an impertinent intruder, will- only 
= ſerve to furniſh matter of deriſion and 
| triumph to the enemies of our religion; 
| Whilſt to the friends of virtue, it muſt raiſe 
| | inſuperable obſtructions to any future attempt 
| of a fimilar nature.—Much then does it behove 
| | | you, my brethren, to beware, that your prac- 
| 3 _ tice war not with your profeſſions —Remem- 
| ber that you are as a city that is ſet upon a 
hill, and © cannot be hid remember, that 
you have voluntarily placed yourſelvgs on that 
eminence—that you have challenged public ob- 
ſervation—and taught the world to Iook to 
your lives and conduct, for a proof of the 
excellence of that religion, by which you pro- 
feſs to be influenced remember then, that 
every inſtance of your perſonal miſconduct, is 
a wound! to Chriſtianity and that, by evinc- 
ing the inefficacy of. the goſpel, upon the mo- 


als of its moſt W — you turn 
i; Longs | £ ; Traitor 


— —— — ——— 


— — ——— 


— 


Traitor to its Hine FR LPT like 1 
perfidious diſciple, deliver up the Lord of Life, 
into the hands of his mpeg e 


. 
* 


Let us chen, my brethren, as we value the 
well-being of ſociety, as we value the interells 
of religion, as we: value. our own. eternal wel- 
fare—let us ſeriouſly: confider-the excellence of 
this our work, and the run of which its fai- 
lure muſt occaſion let us remember, that 
whether our efforts for the reformation of 
others prove proſperous or ineffectual, we have 
taken upon ourſelres this ſacred obligation 
that * as far us, we and gur hauſe will 
ſerve the Lord and let us humbly implore | 
chat God, without whom the ftrength of the 
mighty, and the counſels of the wiſe, are: vain, 
to vouchſafe to us his afſſſtance and protedtion, 
10 guidance and His bleſſing id that, in all 
our works: begun, continued and ended in 
Hin, wre may glorify his holy name and 
finally, thrqugh his merey obtain pere 
We, Foe Two Oki ou” Ln 
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1 T may not be amiſs to ſtate, for the information 
of thoſe members of the Aſſociation, whoſe general 
reſidence in the country prevents their attendance at 
the meetings of the Aſſociation, a few particulars 
1 the progreſs and preſent ſtate of the prin- 

objects of their exertions for the advancement 

= the Knowledge and Practice of Religion and 

Virtue, amongſt which the ſcheme ETC" 


DISSEMINATION of the HOLY SCRIPTURES 


Is eminently entitled to the firſt place. 


The Diſſemination of the Holy Scriptures has gone 
on with rapidity and ſpirit, and every bible of 4500 
(which were all that could be procured from Meflrs. 
Rivington, London, being their whole ſtock) would 
have been diſpoſed of long ſince, if the fubſcribers 
had not found it prudent to abate in their exertions, 


and leave a few hundreds to anſwer the demands of 


thoſe who might offer new ſubſcriptions. If ſuch 
perſons were to be told- that the ſtipulated number 
was ſold off, they might conſider this as a diſcontinu- 
ance, if not an end, of the ſcheme : whereas, hav- 
ing 300, or thereabouts, on hands, the members of 
the Aſſociation are enabled to keep this excellent 
meaſure afloat, and hope to purſue it hereafter 
through every poſſible ſtage of advance and i —_— 
ment, of which it is capable. N 


At 


( 69) « 

At preſent, the proſecution of the ſcheme is re- 
tarded by a wiſh to keep their money at home, and to 
find, if it can be done without inconvenience, a 
ſufficient ſupply of Bibles from a new impreſſion in 
their own country, which they dont yet give up; 
though the well-known ſcarcity of printing paper, 
and the extravagant advanced price upon it in 
Ireland, give them much diſcouragement, and at all 
events great delay: and delay is known to be unfa- 
vourable to the ſucceſs of even the beſt works, when 
they require zeal, ſpirit and exertion. _ 

The ſame cauſes have alſo poſtponed a reno 
application to the public at large, particularly to the 
Nobility, to the greater part of the Gentry, to very- - 
many of the beneficed Clergy, and, what they hope 
will be a moſt productive ſource of contribution, to 
the Iriſh Abſentees in England. 

In a work of ſo great magnitude, but of no leſs 
public utility, ſhould they find themſelves under a 
neceſſity even of imploring the aid of the legiſlature, 
the Aſſociation think they may entertain an humble 
hope of ſucceſs from the examples of piety and mu- 
nificence, that have been given ſeſſion after ſeſſion b 
grants of 5oool. for building Churches; of hien 
meaſure the preſent one for Diſſeminating the pe 
Scriptures, is ſurely a twin-fiſter. - 
At all events, through whatever means it may * 
brought to paſs, the Aſſociation, under the bleſſing 
of God's Providence, will never deſpair of ſucceſs 
at the-laſt nor relinquiſh thoſe hopes which in their 
firſt addreſs they held forth to the public THAT 
EFFECTUAL PROVISION WOULD BE MADE, 
THAT NO HOUSE, NO CABBIN IN THE 
WHOLE KINGDOM, IN WHICH THERE 18 
A SINGLE PERSON WHO CAN READ, 
SHALL BE DESTITUTE OF 1 HOLY 
SCRIPT W | 


RELI- 
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RELIGIOUS DucaTiON, 


Similar to che faregolig lie in importance 
and utility, is the Religious Education of Youth, 
which the Aſſociation, among its earlieſt exertions 


* the cauſe of religion, endeavoured to advance, 


by eſtabliſhing Annual Examinations in the principles 


: of the Chriſtian Religion, of the children educated 


in the parochial ſchools, and other charitable ſemi. 


naries in this city and-its vicinity, with ſuitable Pre 


miums to the beſt anſwerers. 
To extend the adyantages of this e as much 


as poſſible, the Aſſociation made it a condition to en- 


title a child to be a candidate at theſe examinations, 


* he or ſhe ſhould produce a certificate that, hay. 


ing been previouſly examined in their reſpective 


ſehoot with ten others, he or the was the beſt an- 


erer. The happy effects of this eſtabliſhment for 


promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, have exceeded the 
moſt ſanguine expectations, by exciting an uncom- | 
mon ardour, not only among the children them 


ſelves, but likewiſe among their teachers. 
At the laſt examinations no fewer than 234 can- 

didates appeared, whoſe proficiency in Chriſtian 

knowledge afforded. the . higheſt ſatisfaction to the 


examiners and to the audience, and refleQed Gingu- 


lar'eredit on their teachers. 
The whole number of children 0 denen 2 
eviQus — for this examination muſt have 
n not fewenithan 2340. | 
The Aſſociation, canvinced of the ineſtimable 1 


vantages reſulting from this meaſure by three years 


Experience, and deſirous to extend ſuch examinations 


through the kingdom? have appropriated: 200 large 
octavo bibles, to be furniſhed to ſuch of their cleri- 
cal members as ſhall firſt claim them on paying 38. 3d. 
each for them, and any number that may be re- 


5 ü required 


28 1 
quired of handſome medals at 1s. 1d. to be given in 
n at ſimilar examinations; i in x the . 


MORAL INSTRUCTION. " = 
The pernicious tendency of moſt of ts cheap 
blications, commonly entitled ſtory books and 
2 which formerly conſtituted almoſt the whole 
of the literary entertainment of the lower elaſſes, 
ſuggeſted to a moſt worthy and reſpectable member 
of the Aſſociation the idea of an attempt to deſtroy 
this ſource of corruption, and to ſubſtitute in its 
place ſuch ſmall traQts as might at once amuſe and 
entertain the lower claſs of readers, and at-the fame 
time inſenſibly inſtil into their hitherto untutored 


minds Moral Inſtruction, by repreſenting, under the 


garb of fable, the happy effects which naturally flow 
the obſervation. of the laws of chriſhan mora- 


ron and the. deſtructive conſequences of their vie- 
lation. | 
This dow was zenlouſly adopted by the Ae 


ton, and directed to be carried into. immediate ope- 
ration by a monthly publication of one or more 
Tracts, of which twenty-four have already been pub- 
liſhetl. Five thouſand of each Tract is printed, which, 

including a ſecond impreſſion of ſeveral of them, 
amounts to 1 50,000 Tracts, of which number up- 
wards of 120,000 have been actually diſperſed and 
received by the readers for whom they are calculated 
with uncommon avidity. 


Such a rapid ſale at the commencement, merely 


through the exertions of a very few individuals, 
when the ſcheme had to ſtruggle with a pre-occupied' 


market, and with many other difficulties, holds out 
the faireſt profpect of compleat ſucceſs, when it ſhall 
become generally known, and, which may be teaſon- 
ably hoped, as generally patronized. The advan- 


* of this mealure, by diſpoſing the lower clafſes 
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of ſociety to 5 honeſty, ſobriety, induſtry, cleanlineſs 
and ſubmiſſion to the laws, inſtead of the contrary 
vices to which they were accuſtomed to be ſtimu. 
lated by their former courſe of reading, are truly 
incalculable. 

One of the principal obſttuRions- which has hi. 
therto occurred to the progreſs of this meaſure, has 
been the difficulty of procuring agents for the dif. 
perſion of the Tracts through the kingdom. This 
difficulty can no way ſo eaſily be removed, as by the 

ration of the gentry and clergy, by ſupplying 
Hophropers, hawkers and pedlars, in their reſpective 
vicinities, with an affortment of theſe tracts for ſale; 
which may be done without much trouble, and A 

a a comparatively ſmall expence. 

It myſt be noticed, that preciſely the Gitex mea- 
ſure was adopted, at the ſame time and without any 
previous communication, in Great Britain, by that 
ornament of her ſex and of human nature Mrs. 
Hannah Moore, and by her wonderful zeal and 
exertions, with tlie aſſiſtance of ſeveral other highly 
reſpectable perſons has been ſo aſtoniſfingly ſucceſs- 
ful, that not fewer than four millions of eſe {mall 
Moral and Entertainin g Tracts have hn ene 
through that kingdom. 5 838 


REFORM OF THE CRIMINAL POOR. 


This Inſtitution has hitherto - fully anſwered the 
intention of its 'eſtabliſhment, ſo ſar as the funds for 
its ſupport have enabled the Committee, to whom the 
management of the Reform is entruſted, to carry the 
meaſure into effect. The. firſt. eſtabliſhment of this 
_ Inſtitution was unavoidably attended with very con- 
ſiderable expence for repairs, alterations, and proper 
furniture of the houſe to prepare it for the accom- 


modation of the miſerable 1 for whoſe recep- 
| tion 
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on it was intended: ſeveral difficulties likewiſe oc- | 


curred before proper objects could be obtained. 
| Theſe have been now happily ſurmounted, and 
there are at preſent eighteen young perſons, viz. 
two girls and ſixteen. boys, four of whom are the 
unhappy offspring of 1 who have been either 
executed or tranſportec 

were convicts under ſentence of tranſportation. The 
boys are all inſtructed in uſeful manufactures where- 
by they may hereafter be enabled to earn an honeſt 
livelihood, without being expoſed to the temptation 
of employing illicit means for their ſupport. Two 
of them are bred tailors under the ſuperintendant, 
who formerly followed that buſineſs, and fourteen are 
taught ſhoe-making, by a maſter employed for the 
purpoſe ; and-there is a fair proſpe& that they will 
ſoon be able to ps a conſiderable proportion of 
their expenceby their labour. They are all carefully 


inſtructed in the fundamental principles of the Chrif- 


tian feligion and morality ; their conduct ever ſince 
their reception into the Reform, has been, with very 
tew exceptions, much fewer than might have been 


reaſonably apprehended, irreproachable, and affords 


the happieſt grounds of expectation of their being 


in due time ſent out into the world valuable members 


of the community, inſtead of, what muſt otherwiſe 
unavoidably have been their fate, becoming the peſts 
of ſociety, and in the end cloſing a miſerable exiſt- 


ence by the forfeiture of their lives to the yiolated 


laws of their country. 


Receipts 


, and the remaining fourteen 
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Receipts and Payments of the Aſſociation for 
difcountenancing Vice, and promoting the 
Practice of Religion and Virtue, from 
ziſt March 1795, (when laſt. Account 
was publiſhed) to 25th Jp. 1796. 


RECEIPTS. 
© OI? 


Balder in Treaſurer s hands, 31ſt March, i 79 5 92 18 10 
' Subſcriptions from Members 305 19 9 
Donation from his Excellency Earl Camden, 2 of 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland — = * 
Ditto from his Grace the Lord Primate — 22 15 © 
Ditto from Perſons not Members 2 1 
Tracts, Pamphlets and Sermons, fold, 94 7 6 


t 96 1] 
PAYMENTS. 


Printing the following tracts, cc. ſaleable} 
to Subſcribers at reduced prices, 

2000 Exhortation to the Religious Ob- 
ſervance of Good-Friday, by Bi- 
| ſhop Porteus, 3d edition | 
2000 Serious Exhortation to the Public, 

2d edition 

2000 Adams on Confirmation, 2d edition 
2000 Gibſon's Advice to the Sick, 2d | 

edition 

2000 Exbortation to Family Prayer, with q 

| different Forms annexed, 2d edition | 

1000 Hincks's Anſwer to Paine 8 Age of . 

Reaſon 

250 Watſon's Apology for the Bible 

1000 Biſhop Horne's iſcourſe on Female 
Education 

1000 Sermon preached before the Aﬀoci- 
ation, by the Rev. Dr. Burrowes, 
$th March, 1795 - | 

Printing 5 5,000 Moral and Entertaining 

r 

Contribution for diſtributing, at reduced | 

prices, 4000 Teſtaments 

Premiums, and other expences incurred 

by Catechetical examinations in 1795 
and 1796 
Contribution towards the ſupport of the 
Reform of the Criminal Poor 5 
Contribution towards the ſupport of a? 
ſchool for ſoldier's children 


Lov 4 0 


| 


: 
1 


— a 
\ 


Advertiſing - - . 
Printing and Stationary * 
Aſſiſtant ßen er and Meſſengers — 
Incidental a petty charges - - 9. 15 52 
Balance 1 In Nesse 8 hands, 2 5th ply 88 8 8 
"TOY : | - — 5 2 
. 


Wu. WATSON, Jun. Treaſurer. 


. 
or Tar 


MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION 


Thus marked *, are Subſcribers to the Fund. 


His Exxellency JohN JErrErIts PRATT, Earl Camp, 
Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of 
Ireland, Preſident. RES, 


A * Rev. Chas. Emilius Bagot 


* His Grace the Lord Arch- Counſellor Ball 
biſhop of Armagh * Rev. John Ball 


* Right Hon. Lord Arden Rev. John Barker 
Chriſtopher Abbott, Eſq. Rev. Thomas Barry _ 
* John Allen, Eſq. * Rev. Edward Barton 


* Hon. and Rev. William * John Berry, Eſq. - 


* Thomas Acton, Eſq. * Rev. Leſlie Batterſby 

* Samuel Adams, Eſq. Rev. Henry Bayly 

Rev. Dr. Adamſon Rev. John Bayly 

* Rev. Dr. Alcock * Rev. Edward Beattie 

* Rev. George Alcock Rev. Dr. Beaufort 

Rev. Dr. Allotr * Rev. Dr. Benning 
| * Rev. Henry Anneſley M. G. Betteſworth 
Anneſley, Dean of Down John Claud. Beresford, Eſq. 
| James Arbuckle, Eſq. * Rev. Dr. Blundell, Dean 
| Rev. Frederick Arbuthnot. of Kildare 
| Rev. Alex. Arbuthnot — Rev. William Blundell 
| * Rev. Wm. Jones Armſtrong Richard Bolton, Eſq. 
| Rev. Wm. Armſtrong * Richard Paul Bonham, Eſq. 
| Rev. Jonathan Aſh Rev. Richard Bourne 
* Rev. Iſaac Aſh _ Rev. Henry Boyd 
i * Rev. Nicholas Aſh ' Lieut. Col. Wm. Brady 
| * Rev. Gilbert Auſten Rev. David Brickell 
i" | | 3 Rev. John Brinkley 
4 Rt. Hon. Earl of Belvider Rev. William Briſtow 
= * Rev. Walter Bagot William Brooke, Eſq. 
[ * Chriſtopher Bagot, Eſq. Rev. Richard Brooke 


Rev. 


„ 


Rev Wm. Brooke, Vicar of 
Granard 

+ Rev. Dr. Browne, Dean of 
Elphin _ 

Archive Browne, Eſq. LL. D. 
8. F. T. C. D. 

* Rev. Thomas Brownrigg 

Mr. Bryanton 

* Rev. Archdeacon Burrowes 

Rev. Kildare Burrowes 

Rev. Edmund Burton, Arch- 
deacon of Tuam | 

Charles Kendal Buſhe, Eſq. 

Rev. Richard Butler 

* 

His Grace the Lord . 

| biſhop of Caſhel  _ 

Right Hon, Earl of Char- 

lemont 

* Right Rev. Lord Biſhop of 
Cork 


* Right Rev. Lord Biſhop of | 


Clonfert 
* Turner Camac, Eſq. 
Rev. Robert Cane 
* Alderman Carleton | 
* Rev. Peter Carleton Dean 
of Killalooe 
Alexander Carroll, Eſq. 
John Caſh, Eſq. 
* Richard Cave, Eſq. 
Rev. C. B. Caulfield, Arch- 
deacon of Clogher | 
* Rt. Hon. Sir Henry Caven- 
diſh, Bart. 
F John Chambers, Eſq. 
* George Chinnery, Eſq. 
Rev. Dr. Cleaver 
James Cleghorn, Eſq. M. D. 
* Rev. Charles Coleman 
Mathew Coleman, Eſq. 
Richard Collis, Eſq. 
* William Cooke, r 


William Cope, Eſq. 
* Thomas Conolly Cowan 
Eſq. 


Rev. Jacob Cramer 


Rev. Dr. M. Cramer 
Rey. George Crane 


Rev. Henry Crofton, 


Foundling Hoſpital 
* Rev. Henry Crofton, Royal 
Hoſpital 
* Morgan Crofton, Eſq. 
Edward Croker, Eſq. 
* Rev. John Cromie 
* Hon. Juſtice Crookſhank 


George Crookſhank, Eſq. 


* Edward Croſbie, Eſq. 
* John Croſthwaite, Eſq. 
Charles Coſtello, Eſq. _. 


* Delacherois Crumlin, __ 

George Cullen, Eſq. - | 

* William n Eſq. 
D 


His Grace the Archbiſhop 


of Dublin 

* Right Rev. Lord Biſhop a of 
Dromore 

John Dawſon, Eſq. _ 

Rev. Richard Dawſon | 

Robert Day, Eſq. 

* John Dean, Eſq. 

* Joſeph Dean, Ela. 

* Rev. Richard Deſpard 

* Steph. Dickſon, Eſq. M. D. 


Rev. Wm. Digby, Dean of 


Clonfert 
* William Diſney, Eſq. 


Rev. Robert Diſne 


. Brabazon Diſney 
* Rev. Dr. Dobbin 
* Francis Dobbs, Eſ, 
* Jeremiah ler bi 
* Rev. Dr. Drought 
* Rev. Richard rury 


Hog. 


EE „„ 
Han e Dundas | 


* Right Rey. Lord Biſhop af 


Elphin 


| John Eccles, E 
| ; Iſaac 7 ure Oban Eh 


Rev. John Elgee 

* Rev. IB Elliſon 

Rev. Thomas Elrington, 
F. T. C. D. | 

* Gafper Ercke, Eſq. 


Rev. Joſiah Erſkine 


* Counſellor Eſpinaſſe 


George Evans, E 

Rev. Mr. Evans * 

Thomas Everard, Eſc Þ 
F 


„ Earl Fitzwilliam 


* Counteſs Fitzwilliam 
* Right Rev. Lord Biſhop of 


Ferns _ 


* Frederick Fine Eſq.. 
| Rev. Wm. Lynar Fawcett 
Major Faviere 


Rev. Joſeph Faviere 

* Rev. John Fea 

Mr. John Ferrar 

Rev. Br. Robert Poole Finch 
Rev. Quintin Finlay 

7 Rer. Joſepk Fitzpatrick: 
Rev. Stephen Fletcher 


Right Hon. Wm. Forward 
Mr. George Forſter 


* Rev. Nicholas F orſter 
* Rev. Robert Fowler, Arch- 
deacon of Dublin 


John Fox, Eſq, 


* David Freeman, Eſq. - 
* Rev. David, Freeman Fo 
* Counſellor * Trench 


* Rev. Thomas Gamble. 
* Rev. Samuel Gerard 


James Gibbons, Eſq. 


William Gimingham, Eſq. 


* 


- * Rey. Charles Grove 


Rev. Dr. Hales _ 


Rev. Dr. * Archibald 


* William Glaſcack, Eſq. 

* Rev. Dr. Godfrey 

* John Godley, 4 

* Joſeph Goff, Eſq, 

* Rev. Thomas Goff 

Rev. Mr. Gorman. 

Rev. John Grant 

* Rev. Richard Graves, | 

"" Lhe 

* Rev. Thomas . 8 

Rev. Thomas Graves, Dean 
of Ardfert 

* Rey. George Graydon 

* Robert Graydom Eſq. 

Rev. George Leſlie Greflon 

* Richard Griffith, Eſq, 


„Rev. Dr. Grueber 
* Rev. Hoſea Guinneſs 
Rev. S ERP: 


per: Dr. Hall, S. F. T. C. D. 


illiam Hall, El "1 
* Rev. Alexander amilton 


Hamilton 
John Hamilton, Eſq, 


Rev. Dr. Wm. Hamilton 


Edward Harman, Eſq. 

* Rev. Singleton Harpur 
* Rev. John. Ifaac Harriſon 
Rev. John Harvey 


* Rev. James Haſtings, Arch | 


deacon of Glandelagh - 


Joby Hatch, Eſq. 


ev. Dr. Chriſtopher Harvey 

ph John Haughton 
Rev. . 
* Hugh Henry, Eſq. 
„Rey. Edward Herbert 
Rev. Arthur Herbert 
* Henry Hewitt, Elq. 
Hon. and Rev. John Hewitt, 

Dean of Cloyne 


Rev. 


(79 ) 


# 41 8 * Heyden 
*Rev. Ambroſe So, 
Robert Higinbotham, Eſq. 

* Edward Hill, * 

Dr. Edward Hill 

Rev. Averill Hill 

* Rev. 'Þ 12 * Hincks 

* Lewis Hodgſon, MY 
Peter Holmes, Eſq. 

* Robert Holmes, Eſq. 
Rev. Philip Homwan ' 

Sir Francis Hopkins, Bart. 
Francis Hopkins, Eſꝗ. M. D. 
* John Hopkins, — 

Rev. George Horan 

+ Hugh Howard, Efq. 
Robert Howard, Eſq. 

* Rev. Dr. Hume, Dean of 


D 

$ Henrs Hunt, Eſq. 
Hon. and Rev. Abraham 
Hely Hutchinſon - 


* Sir Francis Hutchinſon, Bt. 


Rev. James Hutchinſon, 
 Archdeacon of Achonry 
Rev. Francis Hutchinſon - 


J. 

f Alexander Jaffray, Eſq. 
Alex. Jaffray, Jun. Eſq: 
Alderman William James 
* Meredith Jenkin, Eſq. 
Rev. John Jephſon 
Rey. William Jephfon 
1 Edmund Joknfion, Eſq, 
D Rev. Thomas Jones 

Rev. WilliamDunkinJones 
Rev. Crinus Irwin 
John Irwin, Eſq. 
uf Rev. James Irwin 


0 Right Hon. Earl of King- 


p «Right Hon. Lord: Biſhop, 
of Kildare „ 
* Right Rev. Lord Biſhop of 


Killala 


Right Rev. Lord Biſhop of 
Killaloe _ 


* Right Rey. Lord Biſhop 


of Kilmore ; 


| Right Hon. Lord Kilmaine 


Raj! Hon. Lord Kingſbo- 


Rev. ohn Kearney, V. F. 


T. E. . 


Rex. Dr. Michael Kearney 


Rev. John Keating 
* Rev. William Kellett 


Rev. John Kennedy 


* Rev. Nicholas Ward Ken- 
nedy 

Rev. . Kenny, Vicar 
General of Cork. 

Rev. Robert Kenn 

* Thomas King, Eſq.. | 

Anthony King, Eſg- 


* Rev. Thomas N 
*Chas. Berkeley Kippax,Eſq. 


* Alex. Kirkpatrick, E Eſq. 
Rev. Walter Blake Kirwan 
* Alex. * Eſq. 


His Grace the Duke of 


Leinſter 

Rt. Hon. Lord Lon eville 
* John Ladaveze, {q. | 
Rev. George Lambert 
* Rev. Dr. Lamilliere 
* Rev. Alex. Lamilliere 
Major William Lane 

* Rev. Ed. Francis Laſcelles 


Right Hon. David La- 


touche 

* John Latouche, Eſq. 

* Peter Latouche, Efq.. 
David Latouche, jun. Eſq. 


* Charles Laurent, Eſq, 


* Rev. John Leahy 2 

* Rev. Edward Ledwich 

* Rev. William Ledwich 

Rev. Giles Lee _ 

* John Leigh, Eſq. 
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„Rev. John Letablere 

# Rev. John Lewis 
Rev. Dr. Little 

* Edward Litton, Eſq. 

* Rev. Verney Lovett 
Rev. Dr Wm. Lodge 
Rev. George Lowe © 
Gorges | ab: Efq 4 


Henry Lyons, Eſq. 


— 


Rev. Dr. Lyſter 
Rev. John Lyſter 
M 


* Right Hon. Lord Biſhop 
of Meath 

Lord Viſcount Mauntjoy | 

* Rev. Dr. McDowell 


| Rev. Henry M Clean 


Rev. William M“Laugblin 
John Macaulay, Eſq. 
Rev. Wm. Magee, F. T. C. D. 
Rev. Thomas Mahon 
Alderman Richard Manders 
Rev. Edward Mangin 

* Mr. William Martley 

* Peter Maturin, Eſq. 
William Maturin, Eſq. 


Rev. Hen. Maturin, F. T. C. D. 


Rev. Wm. Mauleverer 


Rev. Henry Maxwell 


* Rev. James Maxwell, Sec. 
® Rev. Dr. Wm. M axwell 
* Robert Mayne, Eſq. 


Rev. Richard Meade 


Hon. Baron Met 3 
# box George Miller, F. T. 


# Ter. Oliver Miller 


i” Humphry Minchin, Eſq. 


High Sheriff C. D. 

Rev. James Montgomery 
Rev. Alex. Montgomery 
* Rev. Robert Montgomery 
Rey. Mr. Moor 
Captain Moor 

* Rey. Hugh Moore 
Alderman Moncrieffe 


F John Pollock, Eſq. 


* Mrs. Hannah More, Brif. 
tol 


„Rev. Allen Mor an 


* Rev. Hamilton Morgan 
* Rev. James Morgan | 
Rev. Charles Moſſe 


5 Rev. Hector Munro 


* Rev. Dr. Murray, Provoſt 
of Trinity College 
Rey. Henry Murray 
N 


Thomas Needham, Efq. 
Thomas Newenham, Eſq. 
Sir Edward Newenham, Knt, 
* Wm. Worth Newenham, 
Ela. 
* Wm. T. Newenham, Eſq. 
Robert O'Callaghan Newen. 
ham, Eſg. 
* Edward Worth Newen- 
ham, Efq. 
* Rev. Andi Nicholſon 
Major Nicolls 
Kev. Brinfley Nixon 
Brabazon Noble, Eſq. 
O 


* Right Rev. Lord Me of 
Offory . © 
* Lord Vile. een 
* Rev. Dr. O'Connor 
* William Meade Ogle, 16 
* Rev. Hugh O'Neill 
Thomas Ormſby, Eſq. 
Rev. Dr. Owen, North 
* . 8505 
P- 


Rev. Henry YN Arch; 
deacon of Offory _ 


Roger Palmer, Eſq. 
Rev. Henry Paſley 


Rev. Thos. Chriſtmas Paul 
Right Hon. Thomas Pelham 


Kev. Philip Perceval 


* Rob: Perceval, Eſq. M. P. 


* „Hon. 


+ Hon. and Rev. John Po- 


„ 


meroy 


* Rev. Richard Powell 
Robert Powell, Eſq. 
William Preſton, Eſq. 
Rey. Edward Price 


* Rev. Mr. Prince, of Lon- 


don 


Major General Pringle 


Rev. Thos. 1 F. T. C. D. 


Lord Viſcoupt Ranclagh 


* Rey. John Radcliffe 
* Counſellor Redford 


Rev. Hugh Reynolds 


* Rev. Edward Richardſon 


* Arthur Rickey, Eſq. 


Ef, p | 
u Bake Roberts 
* Rev. Dr. Robinſon _ 
Rev. Thos. Robinſon 


? Guſtavus Rochfort, Eſq. | 


Rev. George Rogers 
* Sam. Roſborough, Eſq. 


Rey. John Roſe 


Thomas Rothwell, Eſq. 
John Rothwell, Eſq. 

* Clotworthy Rowley, Eſq. 
William Rowley, Eſq. 
Rev. Robert Ruſſell 


Rev. Dudley Chas. Ryder 
Rt. Hon. and Rev. Lord 


Viſc. Strangford 


George Sandford, Eſq. 
Rev. Chriſtopher Savage 


* Art. Saunders, Eſq. M.D. 


+ Morley Saunders, Eſq. 
* Rev. James Saurin  * 
John Schoales, Eſq. | 
George Schoales, Eſq. 


* 


" Thos, Purdon Scott, Eſq. 
Rey. Dr. George Sealy 


Rev. Archdeacon Seaton . 
Rev. George Shaw, of Lon. 
don 8 | 
Rev. Wentworth Shield 
* Rev. Walter Shirley 
Rev. Dr. Simcocks 


* Hugh Skeys, Eſq. 1 1 
* John Skeys, Eſg. 
Rev. Matthew Sleatex 1 
Mr. William Sleater 


* Ralph Smith, Eſq. 

Hon. Baron Smith 

William Smith, Eſq. 

* Rev, Wiltam Spence 

William Stamer, Eſq. High 

8 . 

Daniel Steuart, Eſq. 

* Rev. Hugh Stewart 

* Rev. Henry Stewart 

* John Stewart, Eſq. 

* Hon. Robert Stewart 

Charles Stewart, Eſq. 

* Rev. Dr. Stock 

* Rev. Dr. Stokes - 

* Rev. Gabriel Stokes _ 

* Whitley Stokes, Eſq,M.D. 
JV 

* Rev. James Stopford 

* Rev. Joſeph Stopford, 

_ Charleville ne? 

Rev. Joſeph Stopford, F. 

J. C. D. . : "7a 
Rev. William Stopford "= 
* General Straton _ . / | 
M. Stritch, Eſq. M. D. 
* Rev. James Stubbs 
* Rev. Shapland Swiny 


* Rev. Samuel Synge, Arch- 


deacon of Killaloe 


| Þ 
Hon. and Rev. Edward Tay- 
1 or b 
* Rev. William Tew 
* John Tew, Eſq. 
* Rev. Thomas Thompſon 
. Richard 


(8) 


Richard Thwaites, Eq. 

* Rev. Thomas Tighe 

John Toler, Eſq.Sol. General 

Dr. Townſhend 

* Rev. Power Trench 

Frederick Trench, Eſq. 

* 'Thos. Stocker Triphook, 

Eſq. 

x = Thomas Trocke 

* Rev. Robert Truel 

* Rev. Peter 'Turpin 

Alderman Thomas Tweedy 
V 


* William Vavaſour, Eſq. 

* Rev. James Verſchoyle, 
Dean of St. Patrick's 

* Rev. Robert Vicars 

Rev. Richard Vincent 

* Rev. Hemſworth Uſher 

Rev. John Uſher, F. T. 
. 

Rev. Henry Cornelius Uſher, 
1 

* Rev. John Waddy | 

Robert Watſon Wade, Eſq. 

* Rev. William Wakeley 

* Rev. Chamberlen Walker 

Rev. John Walker, F. T. 
C. D. 5 

Wm. Walker, Eſq. Recorder 

* Rev. John Walſh 

Rev. Raphael Walſh, Dean 
of Dromore 

*Rev.C. eorton Dean 
of Ardagh 


Bernard Ward, Eſq. 


* Mr, William Watſon 


1 & 53 


93 Rev. John Williamſon 


Rev. Dr. Young, 8. F. 1 f 


* Mr. Wm. Watſon, Jun, 
Treaſurer 

Rev. John Webb 

* Commil. Chriſtmas Weekes 

Mathew Weld, Eſq. -' 

* Rev. Arthur Weldon 

Rev. Steuart Weldon 

* _ White, Eſq. = 

* Rev. William White 

Rev. James Whitelaw 

Geo. Boleyn Whitney, Eſq, 

* Rev. Irwin Whitty 

* Abraham Wilkinſon, Eſq. 
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Rev. Thomas Williamſon 
* Rev. Andrew Wilſon 
Rev. Joſeph Wilſon _ 
Right Hon. Arthur Wolfe, 
Attorney General 
* Benjamin Woodward, Eſq. 
* Rev. Richard Woodward. 4 
Henry Woodward, Eſq. q 
Benj. Blake Woodward, Eſc. 4 
* Right Hon. Wm. Worth- 
ington, Lord Mayor 
* Wm. Henry Worthington, 
Eſq. Charnas, Stafford | 
Rev. Guſtavus Wybrants 
Stephen Wybrants, Eſq. 
* Rev. Henry Wynne 


* Rev. Richard Wynne, 


Secretary EO 
* Robert Wynne, Eſq. 
* William Wynne, Eſq. 
* Rt. Hon. Lord Yelverton” 


C. D. 


